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League Chairman 

DEAN FARNOL 

07368 982890 

chair@birminghamafa.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary 

STEVE DURHAM 

07763 421540  

secretary@birminghamafa.co.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer 

STEVE WALKER 

07786 561578  

treasurer@birminghamafa.co.uk 
 

Hon. Fixtures Secretary 

JOHN DRINKWATER 

Tel: 0121 241 2781 Mobile: 07779 154757 

fixtures@birminghamafa.co.uk 
 

Hon. Referees Secretary 

MIKE PARR 

01543 673019  

referees@birminghamafa.co.uk 
 

Hon. Cup Secretary 

DEAN FARNOL 

07368 982890 

chair@birminghamafa.co.uk 
 

Hon. Registration Secretary 

SHAHID KHAN  

07400 331233 

matchforms@birminghamafa.co.uk 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
Management Committee:    Chris Biddle, Ric Bowl, Craig Edmondson, Tony Forrester, Tom Furey,  
  Martin Madden  
   
Emergency Committee:   League Management Chairman, Standards Committee Chairman 

 

Disciplinary Committee:  Ric Bowl 

 

Finance Committee:   Craig Edmondson 

 

Applications:    Members of the Management Committee 

 

Independent Scrutineers:   Simon Marsh 

 

County FA Representative:    Mike Parr 

 

Selection Committee:   Ric Bowl 

 

All Officers are Ex-Officio and serve on the above Committees 

mailto:treasurer@birminghamafa.co.uk
mailto:john39drinkwater@hotmail.com
mailto:referees@birminghamafa.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER 
 
Information contained within this Members handbook is distributed for football related activities.  
 
Member/Referee contact details - including names, addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses must not 
be used by third parties, including commercial marketing / sponsorship activity of any kind.  
 
Information within this handbook may not be reproduced unless permission is obtained from the Birmingham & 
District Football League.  
 
Whilst the Birmingham & District Football League is grateful to all advertisers within this handbook, it cannot 
endorse individual companies. The League currently does not operate a third-party mailing list service. 
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SECRETARIES: NAME. NUMBER ADDRESS - GROUND DETAILS ETC. 
 

AEH F.C. (Veterans Competition only) 

Year of formation: 2024 

Match Secretary: Zafar Saddique – 07917 962434 

Email:   zenithpropertyinspections@gmail.com 

Ground:   Birmingham County FA, Ray Hall Ln, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 6JF 

Colours:   Shirts:   White    Shorts:   Black    Socks:  Red 

Emergency: Zafar Saddique – 07917 962434 

 

 

AFC BROMSGROVE 

Year of formation: 2019 

Match Secretary: Louis Baker – 07917 791376 

Email:  l.baker11@hotmail.com 

Ground:  Glyn Mitchell Memorial Ground, Hanbury Road, Droitwich, WR9 7DU 

Colours:  Shirts: Navy Blue   Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Navy Blue 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Light Blue   Shorts: Light Blue  Socks: Light Blue 

Emergency: Louis Baker – 07917 791376 

 

 

ARDEN FOREST F.C. 

Year of formation: 1981 

Match Secretary:  Wayne Brownhill – 07808716092 

Email:  wmbrownhill@hotmail.com 

Ground:    Tudor Grange Academy, Cooks Lane, Fordbridge, Birmingham B37 6NU 

Colours:   Shirts: Yellow    Shorts: Blue  Socks: Yellow  

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Pink  Shorts: Black  Socks: Pink 

Emergency:  Daniel O’Neill – 07581 320259 

 

 

ARMADA F.C. 

Year of formation: 1954 

Match Secretary: Shahid Khan – 07400 331233     

Email: info@armadafc.co.uk 

Ground: Calthorpe Park Pavilion, 257 Edward Road, Birmingham, B12 9LF 

Colours:  Shirts: Blue / Yellow  Shorts: Black  Socks: Blue 
Change of Colour:  Shirts: Red / Yellow  Shorts: Blue / Yellow Socks: Red 
Emergency: Shahid Khan – 07400 331233     

 

 

BARTLEY REDS F.C.  

Year of formation: 2008 
Match Secretary: B Team: Alrando Reid – 07936 892 646 C Team: Adrian Cleveley –  07915 682413 
Email:  alrandoreid02@gmail.com / adrian.ellie@hotmail.com 

Ground: Warley Rugby Club, Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NH 

Colours: Shirts: Red   Shorts: Black   Socks: Red 
Change of Colour B:  Shirts: Blue & White Stripes Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Change of Colour C  Shirts: Yellow   Shorts: Black  Socks: Yellow 

Emergency:   Amy Smith – 07957944654 bartleyredsfc@outlook.com 
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BENSON CRESCONIANS F.C.  

Year of formation: 1923 

Match Secretary:  Latham Ebanks – 07938 143787  

Email:  lathamebanks@gmail.com 

Ground:  Warley Rugby Club, Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NH 

Colours:  Shirts: Navy / Sky   Shorts: Navy Blue  Socks: Navy / Sky 

Change of Colours:  Shirts: Light Blue & White Stripes Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Navy Blue 

Emergency:  Latham Ebanks – 07938 143787 lathamebanks@gmail.com 

Hon. Sec: Norman Jones 

 

 

BIRMINGHAM IRISH F.C.  

Year of formation: 2010 

Match Secretary: Jan Poller – 07772 118532 

Email: janpoller4@yahoo.com 

Ground: Willclare Sports Club, Willclare Road, Sheldon, Birmingham B26 2NX  

 tel: 0121 743 6368 

Colours: Shirts: Green/ White Shorts: Green   Socks: Green  

Change of Colour: Shirts: Yellow       Shorts: Black               Socks: Black 

Emergency: Jan Poller – 07772 118532 Steve Poller – 07736 317990 

 

 

BIRMINGHAM MEDICS F.C.  

Year of formation:  2008  

Match Secretary:  "A" Team – Ceri Hayes - 07840 980240 

Email:   cxh1022@student.bham.ac.uk 

  "B" Team – Jamie Wilde – 07419 822483 

Email:   jnw431@student.bham.ac.uk 

Ground:   Four Dwellings Academy [4G], 4 Dwellings Lane, Quinton, Birmingham, B32 1RJ 
Colours:  First team:  Shirts: Blue  Shorts: Black  Socks: Red  

  Second team:  Shirts: Red  Shorts: Black  Socks: Red  

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Green  Shorts: Black  Socks: Green (A & B can swap colours) 

Emergency:    Will Freer – 07475557345 wef244@student.bham.ac.uk / willfreer123@outlook.com 

 

 

BIRMINGHAM UNITED F.C.  

Year of formation: 1992 

Match Secretary: Siraj Hussain – 07491532706 

Email:   sirajhussain@hotmail.co.uk  

Ground:  The Pavilion, Moor Lane, Birmingham B6 7AA 

Colours:  Shirts: Yellow  Shorts: Black  Socks: Yellow 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Navy  Shorts: Navy  Socks: Navy  

Emergency: Siraj Hussain – 07491532706 

 

 

BLUEPOOL F.C.  

Year of formation: 2014 
Match Secretary: Charles Woodward – 07487 786652 
Email: BluepoolFC2014@gmail.com 

Ground:  Highgate United Football Club, 298 Tythe Barn Ln, Shirley, Solihull B90 1PH 

Colours:  Shirts: Red  Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Red 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Navy Blue Shorts: Red  Socks: Navy Blue 

Emergency:  Jim Clarke – 07833 463643 
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BNJS F.C. 

Year of formation: 1972 

Match Secretary:  Mike Finnemore – 07862 199892  

Email:   bnjsafa@hotmail.com 

Ground:   Warley Rugby Club, Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NH 

Colours:   Shirts: Blue   Shorts: Blue   Socks: Blue  

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Yellow/Green  Shorts: Green   Socks: Green 

Emergency:  Mike Finnemore – 07862 199892 

 

 

BOLDMERE S&S FALCONS F.C. 

Year of formation: 1974 
Match Secretary:  A: Kenneth Wilson – 07496 390769 

  B: Harry Lengthorn – 07539 297180 

Email:  boldmerefalconsafa@outlook.com  

Ground:   Boldmere Sports & Social, 323 Boldmere Rd, Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5HQ 

 tel: 0121 350 2649 
Colours: Shirts: Red/ Black  Shorts: Black   Socks: Black 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Navy Blue Shorts: Navy Blue         Socks: Navy Blue    

 

 

BROMSGROVE ROVERS AFC 

Match Secretary:  Spencer Machin 07792 969519 

Email:   mufcstirling97@hotmail.co.uk 

Ground:   The ENTACO, Studley Sports & Social Club, Eldorado Close, Studley B80 7HP 

Colours:  A Team: Shirts: Green/White Shorts: Black Socks: Green 

  B Team: Shirts: Green/White Shorts: Black Socks: Green 

Change of Colour:  A Team: Shirts: Blue/Black Shorts: Black Socks: Blue 

  B Team: Shirts: Yellow/Black Shorts: Black Socks: Yellow 

Emergency:  Kristian Rock 07850276990 Email: Kristian.rock@aol.co.uk 

 Spencer Machin 07792969519 Email: mufcstirling97@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

BRS UNITED F.C.  

Match Secretary:  A Team – Neale Brigden – 07932 638631 

Email:  neb15677@gmail.com 

  B Team – George Swain – 07876 228836  

Email:  gds71@hotmail.co.uk 

Ground:   Both Teams - Rising Stars, Elmdon Rd, Selly Oak B29 7LF  

Colours:   First team:   Shirts: Red   Shorts: Red  Socks: Red 

  Second team:   Shirts: Red   Shorts: Black Socks: Black  

Change of Colours:  Shirts: Navy Blue  Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Sky Blue  

Emergency:  Laura Lediard – 07493706262 – brsunitedfc@gmail.com 

 

 

CASTLECROFT RANGERS F.C.  

Year of formation: 2011 

Match Secretary:  Max Woodhouse – 07473 232997 or Samantha Woodhouse – 07859 756281 

Email: maxwoody84@icloud.com or samiew90@icloud.com  

Ground:  Codsall Leisure Centre (4G pitch), 29 Elliotts Lane, Codsall, Wolverhampton, WV8 1PG  

Colours:  Shirts: Green  Shorts: Black  Socks: White 
Change of Colour:  Shirts: Navy/ Yellow Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Yellow 

Emergency:  Max Woodhouse – 07473 232997     Samantha Woodhouse – 07859 756281 

 

mailto:m.woodhouse@crystalsf.com
mailto:samiew90@icloud.com
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CLAVERDON F.C. 

Match Secretary:  Charlie Waterworth – 07309 575475  

Email:   claverdonfootball@hotmail.co.uk  

Ground:   Trinity High School, Grove Street, Redditch, B98 8DS 

Colours:   Shirts: Pink  Shorts: Black  Socks: Pink 

Change of Colours:  Shirts: White  Shorts: Black  Socks: White  

Emergency:  Matt Parker – 07733 313341  

Hon Secretary:  Neil Peace – 07810 511163   

 

 

CRUSADERS F.C.                                 

Year of formation: 1976 

Match Secretary: Radoslaw Chalubowicz – 07854 444793 

Email:  rad@ctsdesign.co.uk 

Ground:  Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Rd, Birmingham B30 1HH 

Colours:  Shirts: Yellow       Shorts: Green  Socks: Yellow 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Green  Shorts: Green  Socks: Green 

Emergency:  Andy Dyson – 07970 493005 agf.dyson@btinternet.com 

 

 

DESI F.C.  

Year of formation:  1980  

Match Secretary: Jag Singh – 07511 219451 

Email:  jagjitnila@gmail.com 

Ground: Aston University Rec Centre, Birmingham Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 7AJ  

Colours: Shirts: Orange   Shorts: Black   Socks: Black     

Change of Colour: Shirts: Blue  Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Emergency:  Amarjit Somel – 07983 506435 Surj Nagra – 07855 795049 

 

 

F.C. STRATFORD  

Year of formation:   

Match Secretary: Chelsea Smith – 07703638270 

Email: missc0121@hotmail.co.uk 

Ground:  Spring Lane Playing Fields, Erdington B24 9NF 

Colours:  Shirts: Blue  Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Pink & Grey Shorts: Pink & Grey Socks: Pink & Grey 

Emergency: Liam Stibbs – 07720 973523 

 

 

FLAMENGO F.C.  

Year of formation: 2002  

Match Secretary: Charlie Ryan – (H) 0121 628 0676 07854 194749  

Email: charlie_janet@hotmail.com 

Ground: Rowheath Playing Fields, Heath Road, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1HH  

 tel: 0121 458 1711 

Colours: Shirts: Red/Black hoops  Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Royal Blue  Shorts: Black   Socks: Black 

Emergency: Charlie Ryan – 07854 194749 
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FRENCHWALLS F.C. 

Year of formation: 2024 

Match Secretary: Abdirahman Muxiyadin – 07981 211208 

Email:   a.muxiyadin@icloud.com 

Ground:  Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy, Lower City Road, Tividale, Oldbury B69 2HE 

Colours: Shirts: Blue / White trim  Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Change of Colour: Shirts: White / Red trim  Shorts: Red  Socks: Red 

Emergency:  Abdulrahman Arte – 07568 673253 Abdirahman Muxiyadin – 07981 211208 

 

 

GALORE F.C.  

Match Secretary: Sheikh Hussen – 07774 720433 

Email: hussainabc4@gmail.com 

Ground:  King Edward VI Lordswood School, Knightlow Rd, Harborne, Birmingham B17 8QB 

Colours: Shirts: Pink   Shorts: White  Socks: White 

Change of Colour: Shirts: White   Shorts: White  Socks: White 

Emergency: Zakaria Mohamed – 07378 888248 

 

 

GLADES F.C.  

Match Secretary: Paul Donlon – 07763 171240 

Email: pauldonlon@gladesfootball.co.uk 

Ground: The Glades, Lugtrout Lane, Solihull, B91 2RX  

Colours: Shirts: Blue / Red Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Yellow  Shorts: Yellow  Socks: Yellow 

Emergency: Mark Finnegan – 07812 475047 

 

 

HALL GREEN SPORTS CLUB F.C. 

Year of formation:  2012  

Match Secretary:  Hamza Ali – 07941 001394 

Email:   hamza44672@gmail.com 

Ground:  Aston University Rec. Centre, Birmingham Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 7AJ  

 Tel: 0121 357 3675  

Colours:  Shirts: Blue  Shorts: Black  Socks: Black  

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Red  Shorts: Black  Socks: Black  

Emergency:  Imran Hussain 07711 849424  Zeeshan Khan 07596 478629   Hamza 07941 001394 

 

 

HAMPTON SPORTS F.C. 

Year of formation:  1995 

Match Secretary:  Alfie Emmons – 07986 634777 

Email:   hamptonfcsports@gmail.com 

Ground:   The Boggery, Field Lane, Catherine De Barnes, Solihull, B91 2RT 

Colours: Shirts: Red/White Stripes Shorts: Black with Red trim Socks: Red/White Hoops 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Black/Blue Stripes Shorts: Blue with White trim Socks: Blue/White Hoops 

Emergency:  Dan Tweedie – 07795 074544   
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HENLEY FOREST F.C. 

Year of formation:  1984 

Match Secretary:  Richard Ackland – 07770 633015     

Email:  richardackland99@gmail.com  

Ground:    Henley in Arden Sports and Social Club, Stratford Road. Wootton Wawen, Henley in 
Arden B95 6AP 

Colours:   Shirts: Light Blue Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Navy Blue  

Change of colour:  Shirts: Red and Black Shorts: Black  Socks: Black  

Emergency:  Jake James – 07368 103177 

 

 

HOLLYFIELDS F.C. 

Year of formation:  2018 

Match Secretary:  Dan Gibbons – 07399 568286 

Email:   hollyfieldselite@yahoo.com 

Ground:   Hollyfields Conference and Sports centre, Woodacre Road, Erdington, B24 0JT 

Colours:   Shirts: Black and White Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Orange / Black  Shorts: Green  Socks: Black 

Emergency:  Kristina Moore – 07950 815868, Jordan Franklin – 07948 723926 

 

 

HOPWOOD SWIFTS F.C. 

Year of formation: 2021 

Match Secretary: Ryan Khan – 07539 425094 

Email: rubery_7@hotmail.co.uk 

Ground:  South Bromsgrove High School, Charford Rd, Bromsgrove B60 3NL 

Colours: Shirts: Royal Blue & Black Stripes Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Red & Black   Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Emergency:  Ryan Khan – 07539 425094 

 

 

HURLEY KINGS F.C. (Veterans Competition only)                                       

Year of formation: 2024 

Match Secretary: Carl Edwards – 07802 931013 

Email:    cte1962resolven@gmail.com  

Ground:   Tamworth Enterprise College, Birds Bush Road, Tamworth B77 2NE 

Colours:   Shirts:  Green & Black Shorts: Black Socks:  Green 

Change of Colour:  Shirts:  Gold  Shorts: Black Socks:  Black 

Emergency:  Carl Edwards 07802 931013, Kevin Kelly 07972 808 808 

 

 

ISSA F.C.    

Year of formation:  2021 

Match Secretary:  Dave Beckett – 07954 333186   

Email:   oliverbeckett16@gmail.com 

Ground:    LMRCA Railway Club, Wednesbury Road, Walsall WS1 4JG 

Colours:   Shirts: Red  Shorts: White/red    Socks:  red 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Yellow/blue      Shorts: Blue     Socks: blue 

Emergency:  Steven Hinks jr – 07838 198766 
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KAWALA FC 

Year of formation:  2023  

Match Secretary:  Abdek Abdi – 07366 412533  

Email:   abdek_abdi7@outlook.com 

Ground:   Lordswood Girls School, Knightlow Rd, Harborne, Birmingham B17 8QB 

Colours:   Shirts: White   Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue  

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Grey/Black Shorts: Grey/Black  Socks: Black 

Emergency:  Salah Ali – 07943 259441 Email – salah.alidirie@hotmail.com 

 

 

KINGS HEATH RANGERS F.C. 

Year of formation:  2018  

Match Secretary:  All Teams: Martin Madden – 07860 155974 

Email:   khrangersfc@outlook.com 

Ground:   Lighthall School, Hathaway Road, Solihull B90 2PZ 

Colours:   A & B team share, and alternate kits, so please confirm: 

  Shirts: Red    Shorts: Red Socks: Red 

  Vets: 

  Shirts: Red/White Stripes Shorts: Red Socks: Red 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Blue   Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Emergency:  Martin Madden – 07860 155974 or Rudaw Rashid – 07898 831250 

Hon. Sec:  Rudaw Rashid – 07898 831250 

 

 

KINGSTON ALLIANCE F.C. 

Year of formation: 2021 
Match Secretary: Amer Kahriman – 07825 441326 
Email: kingstonalliance2021@gmail.com 

Ground:  The Pavillions, Moor Lane, Birmingham B6 7AA 

Colours:   Shirts: Blue / Black Shorts: Black  Socks: Grey 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Red  Shorts: Grey   Socks: Grey 

 Shirts: Purple / White Shorts: Grey   Socks: Grey 
 

 

MOTD F.C.  

Year of formation: 2016 

Match Secretary:  Tom Foley – 07484 818941 

Email:  tomcofoley@gmail.com    

Ground: Woodfield Academy, Studley Road, Redditch B98 7HH                   

Colours:  Shirts: Yellow & Black Stripes Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Blue   Shorts: White  Socks: Blue   

Emergency:  David Ikeije – 07445 898703 
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NECHELLS ATHLETIC F.C.  

Year of formation: 2021 

Match Secretary:  1st team: Asif Hussain – 07788 663 669, or Leon below on match days only if needed 

Email: asif87h@gmail.com 

 Academy team: Rafa Costa 07501162928 

Email: yrafaelcosta@gmail.com 

Ground: 1st team: Nechells Wellbeing Centre, Rupert Street, Nechells, Birmingham B7 5DT 

 Academy team: Washwood Heath Academy, Burney Lane, Stetchford B8 2AS 

Colours:  Shirts: Red  Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: White / Black Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Emergency:  Leon Bravington – 07494 007 325 

 

 

NETHERTON COLTS F.C. (Veterans Competition only) 

Year of formation:  2025 

Match Secretary:  Tom Webb – 07585662787 

Email:  tw605824643@gmail.com 

Ground:   Homer Hill Park, 1 Homer Hill Rd, Halesowen B63 2UP 

Colours:   Shirts: Blue and Yellow  Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Emergency:  Tom Webb – 07585662787 

 

 

NORTH BIRMINGHAM UNITED F.C. 

Year of formation: 2015 
Match Secretary:  Gurvinder Joall – 07391 969064 

Email: n.b.u.fc2025@gmail.com 

Ground:  Alexander Stadium, Walsall Rd, Perry Barr, Birmingham B42 2LR  

Colours: Shirts: Claret & Blue  Shorts: Claret & Blue  Socks: Claret & Blue 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Green       Shorts: Green   Socks: Green   

Emergency: Joshua Greenfield – 07394 101576 

 

 

NORTH SOLIHULL F.C.   

Year of formation: 2018 

Match Secretary:  Dean Farnol – 07368 982890 

Email: upthenorth@yahoo.com 

Ground:  North Solihull Football Ground, Coleshill Rd, Marston Green, Birmingham B37 7HW 

Colours:  Shirts: Yellow/Black  Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Sky Blue / Navy Blue Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Sky Blue 

Emergency:  Dean Farnol – 07368 982890 

 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWN F.C. 

Year of formation: 1966 
Match Secretary:  Alan Jones – 07867 332 883 

Email: alan.ntjfc@gmail.com 

Ground:  Shenley Lane Sports & Community Association Centre, 472 Shenley Lane, Selly Oak, 
 Birmingham B29 4HZ Tel: 0121 475 3870 

Colours: Shirts: Black/White Stripes  Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Blue/Yellow Stripes      Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue    

Emergency: Matt Onions – 07870 254 688 Email: matt.ntjfc@gmail.com (club secretary)  

  Craig Steventon – 07590 828 932 Email: craigs.ntfc@gmail.com 
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OLDBURY UNITED F.C. 

Year of formation:  2017 (1958) 

Match Secretary: John Dunn – 07769 977587 

Email:  john1dunn@aol.com 

Ground:  Ormiston Community Academy, Lower City Road, Tividale, Oldbury B69 2HE 

Colours:  Shirts: Navy  Shorts: Navy  Socks: Navy 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Red  Shorts: Black  Socks: Black 

Emergency:  John Dunn – 07769 977587 

 

 

OLTON RAVENS F.C.  

Match Secretary:  Kevin Jinks – 07438 99133 or Daren Hastings: 07403 436824 

Email:  Kevinj1208@gmail.com or darenhastings67@gmail.com  

Ground:   Land Rover Sport & Social Club, Billsmore Ground, Solihull, B92 9LN  

Colours:   Shirts: Yellow / Black  Shorts: Black   Socks: Black  

Change of Colour: Shirts: Blue   Shorts: Black   Socks: Black  

Emergency:  Richard Woodhall – 07596 659249 

 

 

PHANTOM HK F.C. 

Year of Formation:  2025 

Match Secretary:  Jervis Lam – 07803 789744 

Email:   jervislamuk@gmail.com 

Ground:   Enterprise College, Birds Bush Rd, Belgrave, Tamworth B77 2NE 

  Tel: 07803 789744 

Colours:  Shirts: Blue Shorts: Black Socks: Dark Blue 

Change of Colours: Shirts: White Shorts: Black Socks: Sky Blue 

Emergency:  Joe So – 07423 378567, Anthony Fan – 07940 287763 

 

 

PHOENIX TOWN F.C. 

Year of formation: 2017 
Match Secretary: Katie Pleaden – 07838 764436 
Email: katiec_93@hotmail.co.uk 

Ground: Cooksey Playing Field, Cooksey Lane, Birmingham B44 9QS 

Colours:  Shirts: Red & Black  Shorts: Black       Socks: Black  

Change of Colour:   Shirts: Yellow & Black Shorts: Black  Socks: Black  
Emergency:  Katie Pleaden – 07838 764436 

 

 

POLESWORTH NORTH WARWICK F.C. (Both teams) 

Year of formation: 2008 

Match Secretary: Peter Arnold – 07889 979982 

Email: peter.arnold24@btinternet.com  

Ground: Polesworth North Warwick, Tamworth Road, Tamworth B78 IHT 

                                     tel: Mark Hopkins – 07841 910515 

Colours: Shirts: Green  Shorts: Green  Socks: Green 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Grey / Blue Shorts: Grey / Blue Socks: Grey / Blue 

Emergency:  Peter Arnold – 07889 979982 

Hon Sec: David McCall – 07967 752479  
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PUNJAB UNITED F.C. 

Year of formation: 1966 

Match Secretary:  Avtar Bal – 07966 906521 or Gurpal Singh Rai – 07733 113368 

Email:   Avtar.bal@mcgeoch.co.uk or pala39@outlook.com 
Ground:   Portway Lifestyle Centre, Newbury Lane, Oldbury. B69 1HE  
Colours:   Shirts: Orange  Shorts: Orange   Socks: Orange 
Emergency:  Avtar Bal – 07966 906521 or Gurpal Singh Rai – 07733 113368 

 

 

REAL ASTON F.C. 

Year of formation: 2016 

Match Secretary:  Farooq Hussain – 7966697113 
Email:   info@realaston.co.uk 
Ground:   The Pavilion, Moor Lane, Birmingham B6 7AA Tel: 0121 331 6515 
Colours:   Shirts: Purple  Shorts: Black  Socks: Purple 
Emergency:  Farooq Hussain – 079666 97113 Khiyam – 07904 077096 

 

 

REDDITCH BOROUGH F.C. 

Year of formation: 2006 

Match Secretary:  Julian Workman – 07714 460273 

Email:   rbfc.jw@gmail.com 

Ground:   The Cherry Tree Stadium, Cherry Tree Walk, Redditch, B97 6PB 

Colours:  Shirts: Blue Shorts: Blue Socks: Blue  

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Red    Shorts: Red Socks: Red 

Emergency: Rob Bruce – 07913 702410 Email – rbfc.rb@gmail.com 

 

 

SIKH HUNTERS F.C. 

Year of formation:  1964 

Match Secretary:  Harj Padda – 07875 356 273 

Email:  sikhhuntersfc@outlook.com 

Ground:   Aston University Recreation Ground, Birmingham Rd, Walsall, Birmingham B43 7AJ 

Colours:   Shirts: Blue  Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Grey  Shorts: Grey  Socks: Grey 

Emergency: Harj Padda – 07875 356 273, Sunny Johal – 07779 799 983 

 

 

SILHILL F.C.  

Year of formation:  1908 

Match Secretary: Jamie May – 07545 959375         

Email: fixtures@silhillfc.co.uk 

Ground: Sharmans Cross, Sharmans Cross Road, Solihull, B91 1RQ 

Colours: All teams: 

 Shirts: Light Blue & Navy hoops Shorts: Navy Blue Socks: Light Blue & Navy hoops 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Red Shorts: White Socks: Red  

 Shirts: White Shorts: White Socks: White 

Emergency: Jamie May – 07545 959375 

Hon. Sec: Colin Aston – 07782 296720 
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SPORTING YARDLEY F.C. (Veterans Competition only)  

Year of formation:  2023 

Match Secretary:  Matthew Bailey – 07722603878 

Email:   baileymatthew533@gmail.com 

Ground:   Willclare Sport and Social Club, Willclare Rd, Birmingham, B26 2NX tel: 0121 743 6368 

Colours:   Shirts: Blue / White Shorts: Blue Socks: Blue 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Black / White Shorts: Black Socks: Black  

Emergency:  Matthew Thompson – 07825561471 or Jack Dalley – 07872347930 

 

 

SUTTON UNITED F.C.  

Year of formation: 1947  

Match Secretary: John Potter – 07836 763811 (H) 0121 354 6495 

Email: patandjohnpotter@hotmail.com 

Ground: Coleshill Road Stadium, Coleshill Rd, Sutton Coldfield B75 7BA  

 or Queen Elizabeth II Ground, Hollyfield Road, Sutton Coldfield B75 7SG 

Colours: All teams - Shirts: Green  Shorts: Black   Socks: Black  

Change of Colour:  All Blue or All Yellow 

Emergency: John Potter – 07836 763811  

Hon Sec: Iain Lucas – 07403 255679 

 

 

THIMBLEMILL REC F.C. 

Year of formation: 2025 

Match Secretary:  Jack Banks – 07816851250 

Email:  jackthomas_7331@outlook.com 

Ground:  Thimblemill Recreation Centre, Thimblemill Road, Smethwick , B67 6NR  

  Tel: 0121 429 2459 

Colours:  Shirts: Yellow/Black Stripes  Shorts: Black Socks: Yellow  

Change of Colour:  Shirt: Claret    Shorts: Blue Socks: Claret 

Emergency: Jack Banks – 07816 851250 

 

 

VILLAGE F.C.  

Year of formation: 1974  

Match Secretary: First team Ric Bowl - 07886 331393 

 All other teams Steve Hughes – 07758 851155 

Email: bowlree@live.com      stevejh@virginmedia.com 

Ground: Aston University Rec Centre, Birmingham Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 7AJ  

Colours: Shirts: Red & Black Shorts: Black Socks: Red & Black 

Change of Colour: First team: Shirts: Yellow Shorts: Blue Socks: Yellow 

 All other teams: Shirts: Sky Blue Shorts: Sky Blue Socks: Sky Blue 

Emergency: All contact via Ric Bowl or Steve Hughes 

Hon. Sec: Ric Bowl 07886 331393   
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WAKE GREEN AMATEURS F.C.  

Year of formation: 1925 

Match Secretary:  Ashley Maxwell – 07517 678366  

Email:  wakegreenfixtures@outlook.com 

Ground:  The Holloway, Drawbridge Road, off Haslucks Green Road, Majors Green, 

 Solihull B90 1DD 

Colours:  All Teams  Shirts: Blue/White    Shorts: Blue                Socks: Red 

Change of Colour:    Shirts: White   Shorts: Red  Socks: Red 

Emergency: Tom Furey – 07986 548924 Ted James – 07305 636059 

Hon. Sec: Tom Furey – 07986 548924  

 

 

WALSALL PHOENIX F.C.  

Year of formation: 1897 

Match Secretary: Chris Mann – 07827 271065 

Email:     chrismann1984@gmail.com 

Ground:  Aldridge Cricket Club, The Green, Aldridge.  WS9 8NH 

Colours:  Shirts: Red Shorts: Red     Socks: Red 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Aqua Shorts: Aqua Socks: Aqua 

Emergency:    Chris Mann – 07827 271065 

 

 

WARSTONES WANDERERS ELITE F.C. 

Year of formation:    2001 
Match Secretary:    Angela Jones – 07725 553147 
Email:                       angela.jones62@outlook.com 
Ground:                   Codsall Leisure Centre (4G pitch), 29 Elliotts Lane, Codsall, Wolverhampton, WV8 1PG 
Colours:                   Shirts: Green                      Shorts: Black                  Socks: Green 
Change of Colour:   Shirts: Yellow                     Shorts: Blue                   Socks: Blue 
Emergency:            Jason Bowkett – 07776 254884, Mick Mullins – 07756 211683 

 

 

WEDNESBURY SPORTS UNION F.C. 

Year of formation:  1998 

Match Secretary:  Alex Tamilio – 07495 780849 

Email:  alessandrotamilio@wednesburysportsunion.onmicrosoft.com 

Ground:   Pleck Park Playing Fields, Montford Road, Walsall, WS2 9AG 

Colours:   Shirts: Blue/Yellow Shorts: Blue  Socks: Blue 

Change of Colour:  Shirts: Red & White Shorts: Red  Socks: Red 

Emergency:  Alex Tamilio – 07495780849  Lauren Hughes – 07859 031654 

 

 

WONDERVAULTS F.C. (Veterans Competition Only) 

Year of formation: 1974 

Match Secretary: Ricky Cheema – 07703 035859 

Email: cheemadesign@hotmail.com 

Ground: Portway Leisure Centre (3g pitch), Newbury Lane, Oldbury B69 1HE 

Colours: Shirts: White Shorts: Black Socks: Black 

Change of Colour: Shirts: Navy Blue Shorts: Blue Socks: Yellow 

Emergency: Deepa Gill – 07956 009266 

 



15 
 

LIST OF MATCH OFFICIALS 

 

Surname First Name Home Number Mobile Email Address 

ALUM Shums   07823 380837 shums_01@hotmail.co.uk  

ANDREWS Dave   07584 675646 david.andrews.1950@icloud.com  

AMADI Samba   07704 708711 samsam73@hotmail.com  

BALLINGER Adam   07921 528294 a.ballinger1992@hotmail.co.uk 

BANCROFT Adrian   07725 971796 ada_banc@hotmail.co.uk 

BANCROFT Owen   07804 879592   

BEECHY Craig   07903 057944 craigbeechref@gmail.com  

BETTERIDGE Stuart   07563 563781 SBetter765@aol.com 

BOSWELL Kenneth   07890 412882 kenbos@hotmail.co.uk 

BRAKER Martin   07814 152999 martinbraker1@msn.com  

CARTER Christian   07878 852468 chriscarterfa123@gmail.com 

CHRISTIE Scott   07341 876987 christiescott1983@gmail.com  

COLE Michael   07840 619622 refereemichael@gmail.com  

COOPER Steve   07932 425768 leisha@eyebrow.net 

CROOK Wayne   07796 145577 wcrook9@icloud.com 

DABBS Kevin   07932 374075 kevdabbs@hotmail.co.uk 

DICKSON Andrew 0121 353 8611 07989 143388 andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com  

DRINKWATER John 0121 241 2781 07779 154757 fixtures@birminghamafa.co.uk  

DUFF Malcolm   07516 237691 ryissac@sky.com  

ELLERINGTON Edward   07305 306031 edwardellerington0702@gmail.com 

FARAH Mohammed   07488 706010 farah638@googlemail.com  

FELLOWS David   07847 280311 davidr.fellows@sky.com  

FELLOWS Mike 0121 421 5797 07947 674593 mjf419f@gmail.com 

FORRESTER Tony 01922 513127 07878 672979 tonyfozza@hotmail.co.uk 

FOX Christopher   07984 217643 chris.fox55@outlook.com  

FRITH Matthew   07825 938004 matthew.frith@severntrent@co.uk 

GAYLE-RICE Fabian   07805 181336 fabegayle@hotmail.com 

GOULD Daniel   07583 217806 danielgould12@hotmail.com  

GRIFFIN Bob   07817 702964 rg004g1676@blueyonder.co.uk 

HARPER Robert   07947 506321 r.o.b07@hotmail.com 

HARRISON Nathan   07538 962542 nathanharrison7911@gmail.com  

HARVEY Jason   07397 239070 jahsports@hotmail.co.uk 

HAWKSLEY Matthew   07533 788691 matty271@hotmail.co.uk 

HEARD Andrew   07554 612855 exquisitec_b@yahoo.com  

HOEY Ryan   07947 399016 ryanhoey2001@outlook.com  

HOLMES Roy 0121 588 6708 07864 561923 r.holmes821@gmail.com  

HUFFER Jane   07500 256871 hufferjane@gmail.com 

IBISEVIC Ishak   07412 085896 ishak.ibisevic@icloud.com  

mailto:shums_01@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david.andrews.1950@icloud.com
mailto:samsam73@hotmail.com
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mailto:SBetter765@aol.com
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mailto:martinbraker1@msn.com
mailto:christiescott1983@gmail.com
mailto:refereemichael@gmail.com
mailto:leisha@eyebrow.net
mailto:wcrook9@icloud.com
mailto:kevdabbs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com
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JANSSENS Richard   07791  007001 richardjanssens50@gmail.com  

JOHNSON Andrew   07834 674495 Andrew_johnson21@hotmail.co.uk  

JOHNSON James   07463 479749 jamescallumjohn999@gmail.com  

JONES Ian   07725 331566 ianjones562@gmail.com 

JOSIAH Diepriye   07717 687914 josiah@josiah.co.uk 

KEEN Jordan   07828 511616 keen57@hotmail.com 

KENEWA Ahmed   07362 287816 ahmedkenewa@icloud.com 

LANE Simon   07800 761144 sjlane@hotmail.co.uk 

LEE Darrell   07963 623917 darrell.lee2002@yahoo.com  

MANNION Richard   07850 278854 mannion69@msn.com  

MARKHAM Adam   07575 526735 adammarkham1976@gmail.com  

MEREDITH Adam   07712 467720 adlisameredith@hotmail.co.uk  

MOHEEN Zain   07927 289736 zainmoheen2006@gmail.com  

NOONE Sean Text Only Please 07858 132447 sean.noone@me.com 

NUGENT Shane   07806 803035 shanenugent12345@gmail.com  

OMAR Zakaria   07552 798504 zakibashir157@gmail.com 

PALMER Gavin   07412 899763 gavinhpalmer@gmail.com  

PEEL Reiss   07715 101023 reisspeel109@gmail.com 

PERRY  Sophie   07901 351827 sophie.perry1@hotmail.co.uk  

PROFFITT Nigel   07907 108289 leginttifforp@gmail.com  

RICHARDS Thajah   07957 142509 thajahrich@yahoo.co.uk 

RODGERS Simon   07515 368797 simonrodgers4@gmail.com  

ROSS Phil 0121 246 4496 07811 635573 philr6870@gmail.com 

RUBIN Stefan   07401 166452 stefanrubin28@gmail.com  

RUSHTON Alex   07534 478159 alexthai05@hotmail.com  

RZEPKOWSKI Kelvin   07982 237543 kelvin.rzepkowski@hotmail.co.uk 

SHENTON Stephen   07713 510905 stephenjshenton@icloud .com  

SIUDA Nikodem   07365 231280 nickodemsiuda27@gmail.com 

SLATER Malcolm   07714 385700 slatermalcolm1@sky.com  

SMITH Alistair   07910 736496 biggun87@gmail.com 

SPROSON John   07906 892766 johnsproson@hotmail.co.uk  

TAYLOR Abbie   07500 338064 abbie-taylor93@hotmail.co.uk 

TAYLOR Andrew 0121 608 0648 07776 109470 taylorandrew2@sky.com  

TAYLOR Mark   07815 954054 markcolintaylor@live.co.uk 

TIMS Reiss   07387 081520 reisstims_98@hotmail.co.uk 

TOLLEY Graham   07861 781161 bevtolley@hotmail.co.uk 

WALLER Keith   01527 875521 keith.weller_ref@yahoo.co,uk  

WHAPPLES Brendon   07880 363255 brendonwhapples1986@gmail.com  

WHITEHOUSE Howard   07772 526644 hwhitehouse68@virginmedia.com  

WILSON Lara    07718 919881 larawilson91@yahoo.com  
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YATES Dan   07793 036144 danielyates16@gmail.com  

YATES Sean 0121 258 0676 07775 420010 seanyates29@gmail.com  

 

 
 

 

mailto:danielyates16@gmail.com
mailto:seanyates29@gmail.com
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BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

    
INSTRUCTIONS TO SECRETARIES 

 

1. League games must commence at the time fixed by the Management Committee.  
 

2. Clubs should have available at each game one linesperson carrying out their duties efficiently.  
 

 3. Give visiting team secretary, referee and assistant referees, where appointed, notice as to situation 
of ground, colours and any information deemed helpful, a clear 5 days prior to match.  

 
4. In the event of “A message being left”, visiting secretary should acknowledge receipt of notification.  
 

 5. In the event of any game being cancelled/ postponed the Opposition, Referee, Referee’s Secretary, 
Fixtures Secretary, Hon. Secretary must all be notified.  

 
6. In players’ interests, all clubs must have available and maintain First Aid equipment.  
 

FIXTURES 
 

Times of Kick – off for League Games 
2:30pm for the whole season for teams who have the benefit of full floodlighting and who have applied to the 
League Management Committee for this sanction. 
 
2:30pm for all other teams during the months of September, October, February, March, April and May. 
 
2:00pm for all other teams during the months of November, December and January. 
 
Earlier Kick offs can be arranged but must be mutually agreed and the referee notified. 
 
All Challenge Cup Games 
2:30pm for the whole season for teams who have the benefit of full floodlighting and who have applied to the 
League Management Committee for this sanction. 
 
2:30pm for all other teams during the months of September, October, February, March, April and May. 
 
2:00pm for all other teams during the months of November, December and January. 

 
LEAGUE STANDARDS GUIDELINES 

 
The Birmingham & District Football League expects: 

- all clubs to be properly administered, to maintain good and proper standards of administration and to 

comply with the Birmingham & District Football League rules; and 

 
- all clubs, and their officers, managers, coaches, players and spectators, to maintain the highest standards 

of behaviour, in the interests of the laws and the spirit of the game of Association Football. 

 

In order to maintain the reputation and standards of the Birmingham & District Football League, the Officers and 
the Management Committee monitor club administration and behaviour.  Clubs deemed not to be maintaining 
appropriate standards of administration or behaviour may be called to attend a League Standards Committee 
meeting, with a view to reviewing their administration or behaviour and giving advice on how their administration 
or behaviour may be improved. 
 
Should a club be called to a League Standards Committee meeting, the club may be charged an Administration 
Fee, to cover the costs of arranging League Standards Committee meetings. 
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BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
STANDARD CODE OF RULES 

 
Governance Rules 
 
Rule 1 Definitions 
Rule 2 Name and Constitution 
Rule 3 Club Name 
Rule 4 Entry Fee, Subscription, Deposit 
Rule 5 Management, Nomination, Election 
Rule 6 Powers of Management 
Rule 7 Protests, Claims, Complaints, Appeals 
Rule 8 Annual General Meeting 
Rule 9 Special General Meeting 
Rule 10 Agreement to be Signed 
Rule 11 Continuation of Membership, Withdrawal of a Club 
Rule 12 Exclusion of Clubs, Teams. Misconduct of Clubs, Officers, Players, Management Committee 
Rule 13 Trophy 
Rule 14 Alteration to Rules 
Rule 15 Finance 
Rule 16 Insurance 
Rule 17 Dissolution 

 
 
Match Related Rules (Required to be included but refer to Competition Leagues Rules below) 
 
Rule 18 Qualification of Players 
Rule 19 Club Colours 
Rule 20 Playing Season. Conditions of Play, Times of Kick-Off. Postponements. Substitutes 
Rule 21 Reporting Results 
Rule 22 Determining Championship 
Rule 23 Match Officials 
Rule 24 Premier Division and Division One Qualification  
Rule 25 Representative Games 
 
Competition Leagues Rules 
 
Rule L1 Qualification of Players 
Rule L2 Club Colours 
Rule L3 Playing Season. Conditions of Play, Times of Kick-Off. Postponements. Substitutes 
Rule L4 Reporting Results 
Rule L5 Determining Championship 
Rule L6 Match Officials 
Rule L7 Premier Division and Division One Qualification  
Rule L8 Representative Games 
 
Competition Cup Rules 
 
Schedule A 
 
Fees Tariff 
Fines Tariff 
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1.  DEFINITIONS 

1.A In these Rules: 

“Affiliated Association” means an Association accorded the status of an Affiliated Association under the 
rules of The FA. 

“AGM” shall mean the annual general meeting held in accordance with the constitution of the 

Competition. 

“Club” means a club for the time being in membership of the Competition. 

“Club Portal” means the system used by Clubs to affiliate teams as determined by The FA from time to 

time. 

“Competition” means the Birmingham & District Football League. 

“Competition Match” means any match played or to be played under the jurisdiction of the Competition. 

“Contract Player” means any Player (other than a Player on a Scholarship) who is eligible to play under a 

written contract of employment with a Club. 

“Deposit” means a sum of money deposited with the Competition as part of the requirements of 

membership of the Competition. 

 “Fees Tariff” means a list of fees approved by the Clubs at a general meeting to be levied by the 
Management Committee for any matters for which fees are payable under the Rules, as set out at Schedule 

A. 

“Fines Tariff” means a list of fines approved by the Clubs at a general meeting to be levied by the 

Management Committee for any breach of the Rules, as set out at Schedule A. 

“Ground” means the ground on which the Club’s Team(s) plays its Competition Matches. 

“Management Committee” means in the case of a Competition which is an unincorporated association the 

management committee elected to manage the running of the Competition and where the Competition 

is incorporated it means the Board of Directors appointed in accordance with the articles of association of 

that company. 

“Match Officials” means the referee, the assistant referees and any fourth official appointed to a 

Competition Match. 

“Non Contract Player” means any Player (other than a Player on a Scholarship) who is eligible to play for a 
Club but has not entered into a written contract of employment. 

“Officer” means an individual who is appointed or elected to a position in a Club or Competition which 

requires that individual to make day to day decisions. 

“Participant” shall have the same meaning as set out in the rules of The FA from time to time. 

“Player” means any Contract Player, Non Contract Player or other player who plays or who is eligible to play 
for a Club. 

“Player Registration System” means The FA system to register players as determined by The FA from time 

to time. 

“Playing Season” means the period between the date on which the first competitive fixture in the 

Competition is played each year until the date on which the last competitive fixture in the Competition is 

played. 

“Rules” means these rules under which the Competition is administered. 
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“Sanctioning Authority” means the Birmingham County Football Association Limited. 

“Scholarship” means a Scholarship as defined in The FA rules. 

“Season” means the period of time between one AGM and the next AGM 

“Secretary” means such person or persons appointed or elected to carry out the administration of the 
Competition. 

“SGM” means a special general meeting held in accordance with the constitution of the Competition. 

“Team” means a team affiliated to a Club, including where a Club provides more than one team in the 
Competition in accordance with the Rules. 

 “The FA” means The Football Association Limited. 

“Virtual Meetings” means meetings held electronically. 

“written” or “in writing” means the representation or reproduction of words or symbols or other 

information in a visible form by any method or combination of methods, whether sent or supplied in 

electronic form or otherwise. 

1.B Unless stated otherwise, terms referring to natural persons are applicable to both genders. Any term in the 
singular applies to the plural and also the other way around    

 

GOVERNANCE RULES 

2. COMPETITION NAME, CONSTITUTION 

2.A The Competition will be known as Birmingham & District Football League (or such other name as the 

Competition may adopt). The Clubs participating in the Competition must be members of the 

Competition. A Club which ceases to exist or which ceases to be entitled to play in the Competition for 

any reason whatsoever shall automatically cease to be a member of the Competition.          

2.B This Competition shall consist of not more than 140 Clubs approved by the Sanctioning Authority. 

2.C The geographical area covered by the Competition membership shall be Birmingham, Solihull, 

Staffordshire, Warwickshire, West Midlands & Worcestershire. 

2.D The administration of the Competition under these Rules will be carried out by the Management 

Committee in accordance with the rules, regulations and policies of The FA. 

2.E All Clubs shall adhere to the Rules. Every Club shall be deemed, as a member of the Competition to have 

accepted the Rules and to have agreed to abide by the decisions of the Management Committee in 

relation to them subject to the provisions of Rule 7. 

2.F The Rules are taken from the Standard Code of Rules (the “Standard Code”) determined by The FA from 

time to time. In the event of any omissions from the Standard Code then the requirements of the 

Standard Code shall be deemed to apply to the Competition. 

2.G 1. All Clubs must be affiliated to an Affiliated Association. 

2. This Competition shall apply annually for sanction to the Sanctioning Authority and the constituent 

Teams of Clubs may be grouped in divisions. 

2.H Inclusivity and Non-discrimination: 

1. The Competition and each Club must be committed to promoting inclusivity and to eliminating all 
forms of discrimination and should abide and adhere to The FA Equality Policy and any legislative 
requirements (including those contained in the Equality Act 2010). 

2. This Competition and each Club must make every effort to promote equality by treating people 

fairly and with respect, by recognising that inequalities may exist, by taking steps to address 

them and by providing access and opportunities for all members of the community, irrespective 

of age, gender, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, marital status, race, nationality, ethnic 
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origin, colour, religion or belief, ability or disability or otherwise. 

3. Any alleged breach of the Equality Act 2010 legislation must be referred to the appropriate 

Sanctioning Authority for investigation. 

2.I Clubs must comply with the provisions of any initiatives of The FA which are adopted by the Competition 

including, but not limited to, England Football Accredited and RESPECT programmes. Failure to comply 

with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

2.J All Participants shall abide by The Football Association Regulations for Safeguarding Children and 

Regulations for Safeguarding Adults at Risk as determined by The FA from time to time. 

2.K Clubs shall not enter any of their Teams playing in the Competition in any other competitions (with the 

exception of FA and County FA Competitions) except with the written consent of the Management 

Committee. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. A Club 

must immediately inform the Competition of the details of any fixture(s) in any other competition in 

which the Club has entered, for which written consent of the Management Committee has been 

obtained. 

2.L At the AGM or an SGM called for the purpose, a majority of the delegates present shall have power to 

decide or adjust the constitution of the divisions at their discretion. When necessary this Rule shall take 

precedence over Rule 22.  

2.M Only one Team from a Club shall be permitted to participate in a single division unless there is no viable 

alternative because of logistical issues and/or reasons linked to participation and geographical 

boundaries in which case the Competition will obtain the prior approval of the Sanctioning Authority.  

This Competition will ensure that, where permission is given, Teams from a Club operating in the same 

division are run as separate entities with no interchange of players other than by transfers of registration 

in accordance with these Rules. 

3. CLUB NAME 

3.A Any Club wishing to change its name must obtain permission from the Sanctioning Authority following 

consultation with the Competition. In the event that permission is granted, the Club must advise the 

Competition Secretary. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines 

Tariff. 

4. ENTRY FEE, SUBSCRIPTION, DEPOSIT 

4.A Applications by Clubs for admission to the Competition or the entry of an additional Team(s) from the same 

Club must be made in writing to the Secretary by 30th September and must be accompanied by an Entry 

Fee for each Team as set out in the Fees Tariff, which shall be returned in the event of non-election. 

Applications, of which due notice has been given, will be received at the AGM or an SGM if confirmed by a 

majority of the accredited voting members present. 

When Rule 22.B is applied or a Team seeks a transfer or, is compulsorily transferred to another division, 

no Entry Fee shall be payable 

4.B The annual subscription shall be payable, in accordance with the Fees Tariff for each Club payable at a date 

agreed at the AGM or set by the Competition. 

4.C In the event of any issue concerning the membership of any Club with the Competition the Management 

Committee may require a Deposit to be paid (in accordance with the Fees Tariff) by or on behalf of the 

Club on such terms and for such period as it may in its entire discretion think fit. Failure to comply with 

this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

4.D A Club shall not participate in this Competition until the entry fee, annual subscription and deposit (if 

required) have been paid. 

4.E Clubs must ensure that all its teams participating in the Competition are recorded as affiliated on the Club 

Portal for the forthcoming Playing Season by the following date: 15th July. Clubs must advise the 

Competition Secretary in a manner prescribed by the Sanctioning Authority, or on the prescribed form, of 

details of its headquarters, its Officers and any other information required by the Competition. Failure to 

comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
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5. MANAGEMENT, NOMINATION, ELECTION 

5.A The Management Committee shall comprise the Officers of the Competition and a minimum of one 

member (but no more than 9 members), who shall all be elected at the AGM. 

5.B Retiring Officers shall be eligible to become candidates for re-election without nomination provided that 

the Officer notifies the Secretary in writing not later than 30th April in each year. All o t h e r  candidates for 

election as Officers of the Competition or members of the Management Committee shall be nominated 

to the Secretary in writing, signed by the secretaries of two Clubs, not later than 30th April in each year. 

Names of the candidates for election shall be circulated with the notice of the AGM. In the event of there 

being no nomination for any office by the date stated in the earlier part of this Rule, nominations may be 

received at the AGM. 

5.C The Management Committee shall meet a minimum of twice a season or as and when required,  

On receiving a requisition signed by two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Management Committee the 

Secretary shall convene a meeting of the Management Committee. 

5.D Except where otherwise mentioned all communications shall be addressed to the Secretary who shall 

conduct the correspondence of the Competition and keep a record of its proceedings. 

5.E All communications received from Clubs must be conducted through their Officers and sent to the 

Secretary. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

6. POWERS OF MANAGEMENT 

6.A The Management Committee may appoint sub-committees and delegate such of their powers as they 

deem necessary. The decisions of all sub-committees shall be reported to the Management Committee 

for ratification. The Management Committee shall have power to deal only with matters within the 

Competition and not for any matters of misconduct that are under the jurisdiction of The FA or Affiliated 

Association. 

6.B Subject to the permission of the Sanctioning Authority having been obtained, the Management 

Committee may order a match or matches to be played each Season, the proceeds to be devoted to the 

funds of the Competition and, if necessary, may call on each Club to contribute equally such sums as may 

be necessary to meet any deficiency at the end of the Season. 

6.C Each member of the Management Committee shall have the right to attend and vote at all Management 

Committee meetings and have one vote at all such meetings but no member shall be allowed to vote on 

any matters directly relating to that member or to the Club so represented or where there may be a 

conflict of interest. This shall also apply to the procedure of any sub-committee. 

6.D In the event of the voting being equal on any matter, the Chair shall have a second or casting vote. 

6.E The Management Committee shall have powers to apply, act upon and enforce these Rules and shall also 

have jurisdiction over all matters affecting the Competition. Any action by the Competition must be taken 

within 28 days of the Competition being notified. 

With the exception of Rules 6.J, 8.H, and 9, for all alleged breaches of a Rule the Management Committee 

shall issue a formal written charge to the Club concerned. The Club charged shall be given 7 days from the 

date of notification of the charge to reply. In such reply a Club may: 

1. Accept the charge and /or submit in writing a case of mitigation for consideration by the 

Management Committee; or 

2. Accept the charge and notify the Competition that it wishes to put its case of mitigation at a 

hearing before the Management Committee; or 

3. Deny the charge and submit in writing supporting evidence for consideration by the Management 

Committee; or 

4. Deny the charge and notify the Competition that it wishes to have a hearing before the 

Management Committee. 

Where the Club charged fails to respond within 7 days, the Management Committee shall determine the 

charge in such manner and upon such evidence as it considers appropriate. 
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Having considered the reply of the Club (whether in writing or at a hearing), the Management Committee 

shall make its decision and, in the event that the charge is accepted or, proven, decide on the appropriate 

penalty (with reference to the Fines Tariff where applicable).  

Where required, hearings shall take place as soon as reasonably practicable following receipt of the reply 

of the Club as more fully set out above. 

With the exception of Teams playing at Regional NLS Feeder League of the National League System, the 

maximum fine permitted for any breach of a Rule is £250 and, when setting any fine, the Management 

Committee must ensure that the penalty is proportional to the offence, taking into account any mitigating 

circumstances.  

The maximum fine permitted for a breach of a Rule by a Team playing at Regional NLS Feeder League 

level is £500.  

No Participant under the age of 18 can be fined. 

All breaches of the Laws of the Game, or the Rules and Regulations of The FA shall be dealt with in 

accordance with FA Rules by the appropriate sanctioning Association. 

6.F All decisions of the Management Committee shall be binding subject to the right of appeal in accordance 

with Rule 7. 

Decisions of the Management Committee must be notified in writing to those concerned within 7 days. 

6.G A minimum of 33% of its members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business by the 

Management Committee or any of its sub-committees.  

6.H The Management Committee, as it may deem necessary, shall have power to fill any vacancies that may 

occur in their number. 

6.I A Club must comply with an order or instruction of the Management Committee and must attend to the 

business and/or the correspondence of the Competition to the satisfaction of the Management 

Committee. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

6.J Subject to a Club’s right of appeal in accordance with Rule 7 below, all fines and charges must be paid 

within 14 days of the date of notification of the decision. Any Club failing to do so will be fined in 

accordance with the Fines Tariff. Further failure to pay the fine including the additional fine within a 

further 14 days will result in fixtures being withdrawn until such time as the outstanding fines are paid. 

6.K A member of the Management Committee appointed by the Competition to attend a meeting or 

Competition Match may have any reasonable expenses incurred refunded by the Competition. 

6.L The Management Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy that may occur in the membership of 

the Competition between the AGM or SGM called to decide the constitution and the commencement of 

the Playing Season, subject to the provisions of the National League System Regulations or Women’s 

Football Pyramid Regulations (which shall take precedence if applicable). 

6.M The business of the Competition as determined by the Management Committee may be transacted by 

electronic mail or facsimile. 

7. PROTESTS, CLAIMS, COMPLAINTS, APPEALS 

7.A 1.  All questions of eligibility, qualification of Players or interpretations of the Rules shall be referred to 

the Management Committee or a sub-committee duly appointed by the Management Committee. 

2. Objections relevant to the dimensions of the pitch, goals, flag posts or other facilities will not be 

entertained by the Management Committee unless a protest is lodged with the referee prior to the 

commencement of the Match. 

7.B Except in cases where the Management Committee decide that there are special circumstances, protests 

and complaints (which must contain full particulars of the grounds upon which they are founded) must be 

lodged with the Secretary within 14 days (excluding Sundays) of the Competition Match or occurrence to 

which they refer. A protest or complaint shall not be withdrawn except by permission of the Management 

Committee. A member of the Management Committee who is a member of any Club involved shall not be 
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present (except as a witness or representative of his Club) when such protest or complaint is being 

determined. 

7.C No protest of whatever kind shall be considered by the Management Committee unless the complaining 

Club shall have deposited with the Secretary a sum in accordance with the Fees Tariff. This may be 

forfeited in whole or in part in the event of the complaining or protesting Club losing its case. The 

Competition shall have power to order the defaulting Club or the Club making a losing or frivolous protest 

or complaint to pay the expenses of the inquiry or to order that the costs to be shared by the parties. 

7.D All parties to a protest or complaint must receive a copy of the submission and must be afforded an 

opportunity to make a statement at least 7 days before the protest or complaint being heard. 

1. All parties must have received a minimum of 7 days’ notice of the hearing should they be 

instructed to attend. 

2. Should a Club elect to state its case in person then it should indicate such when forwarding the 

written response. 

7.E The Management Committee shall also have power to compel any party to the protest to pay such 

expenses as the Management Committee shall direct. 

7.F An intention to appeal against a decision of the Management Committee must be lodged with the 

Sanctioning Authority, with a copy sent to the Secretary, within 7 days of the Management Committee 

providing written notification of its decision.  

A notice of appeal against a decision of the Management Committee must be lodged with the 

Sanctioning Authority, with a copy sent to the Secretary, within 14 days of the Management Committee 

providing written notification of its decision, accompanied by the relevant fee (as set out in the Fees 

Tariff) which may be forfeited in the event of the appeal not being upheld. The procedure for the appeal 

shall be determined by the Sanctioning Authority. 

7.G No appeal can be lodged against a decision taken at an AGM or SGM unless this is on the ground of 

unconstitutional conduct 

7.H All protests, claims or complaints relating to these Rules and appeals arising from a Player’s contract 

shall be heard and determined by the Management Committee, or a sub-committee duly appointed by 

the Management Committee. The Clubs or Players protesting, appealing, claiming or complaining must 

send a copy of such protest, appeal, claim or complaint and deposit a fee (as set out in the Fees Tariff) 

which shall be forfeited in the event of the protest, appeal, claim or complaint not being upheld, and in 

these circumstances may, in addition, be ordered to pay the costs at the direction of the Management 

Committee. 

All such protests, claims, complaints and appeals must be received in writing by the Secretary within 14 

days of the event or decision causing any of these to be submitted. 

8. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

8.A The AGM shall be held not later than 15th June in each year. At this meeting the following business shall be 

transacted provided that at least 8 members are present and entitled to vote:- 

1. Confirm the minutes of the last AGM. 

2. Adopt the annual report, balance sheet and statement of accounts from the previous 

season or accounting period. 

3. Election of Clubs to fill vacancies. 

4. Constitution of the Competition for the ensuing Season. 

5. Election of Competition Officers and Management Committee members. 

6. Appointment of auditors/verifiers.. 

7. Alteration of Rules, if any (see Rule 14). 

8. Agree the date for the beginning of the Playing Season and kick off times applicable to the 

Competition. 

9. Agree the date for the end of the Playing Season (save for Regional NLS Feeder League which 

shall be determined by The FA). 
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10. Other business of which due notice shall have been given and accepted by the Chair as being 

relevant to an AGM. 

8.B A copy of the duly audited/verified balance sheet, statement of accounts and agenda shall be forwarded to 

each Club at least 14 days prior to the meeting, together with any proposed Rule changes. 

8.C A signed copy of the duly audited/verified balance sheet and statement of accounts shall be sent to the 

Sanctioning Authority within 14 days of its adoption by the AGM. 

8.D Each Club shall be empowered to send two delegates to an AGM. Each Club shall be entitled to one vote 

only.  14 days’ notice shall be given of any AGM. 

8.E Clubs who have withdrawn their membership of the Competition during the Playing Season being 

concluded or who are not continuing membership shall be entitled to attend but shall vote only on 

matters relating to the Season being concluded. This provision will not apply to Clubs expelled in 

accordance with Rule 12 

8.F All voting shall be conducted by a show of hands or count of email or virtual responses (for virtual 

meetings), unless a ballot be demanded by at least 50% of the delegates qualified to vote or the Chair so 

decides. 

8.G No individual shall be entitled to vote on behalf of more than one Club. 

8.H 1. Any continuing Club must be represented at the AGM. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a 
fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

2. Any club that has submitted a valid application to join the Competition for the forthcoming season 
must have the opportunity to be put forward for membership and to have a vote taken on their 
membership application.  

8.I Officers of the Competition and Management Committee members shall be entitled to attend and vote at 

an AGM, but cannot also cast a vote on behalf of a club (See Rule 8.G) 

8.J Where a Competition is an incorporated entity, the Officers of the Competition shall ensure that the 

Articles of Association of the Competition are consistent with the requirements of these Rules. 

9. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS 

9.A On receiving a requisition signed by two-thirds (2/3) of the Clubs in membership the Secretary shall call an 

SGM. 

9B The Management Committee may call an SGM at any time 

9C At least 7 days’ notice shall be given of a meeting under this Rule, together with an agenda of the business 

to be transacted at such meeting. 

9D Each Club shall be empowered to send two delegates to all SGMs. Each Club shall be entitled to one vote 

only. 

9E Any Club failing to be represented at an SGM shall be fined in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

9F Officers of the Competition and Management Committee members shall be entitled to attend and vote at 

all SGMs, but cannot also cast a vote on behalf of a club (See Rule 9.D) 

10. AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED 

10. Each Club shall complete and sign the following agreement which shall be deposited with the Competition 

together with the application for membership for the coming Season,  

 “We, (A) (name) [ ] of (address) [ ] (Chair)/(Director)and (B) (name) [ ] of (address) [ ] 

(Secretary)/(Director)of [ ] Football Club (Limited) have been provided with a copy of the Rules and 

Regulations of the [ ]  Competition and do hereby agree for and on behalf of the said Club, if elected or 

accepted into membership, to conform to those Rules and Regulations and to accept, abide by and 

implement the decisions of the Management Committee of the Competition, subject to the right of 

appeal in accordance with Rule 7.” 

The agreement shall be signed: 
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1. where a Club is an unincorporated association, by the Club Chair and Secretary; or 

2. where a Club is an incorporated entity, by two directors of the Club. 

Any change of Chair Secretary or Directors of the Club as named on the above agreement must be notified 

to the Birmingham County Football Association to which the Club is sanctioned and to the Secretary of 

this Competition. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

11. CONTINUATION OF MEMBERSHIP, WITHDRAWAL OF A CLUB 

11.A Any Club intending, or having a provisional intention, to withdraw a Team from the Competition on 
completion of its fixtures and fulfilment of all other obligations to the Competition must notify the 
Secretary in writing of such intention by 31st March each season. This does not apply to a Club moving in 
accordance with Rule 22.B. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the 
Fines Tariff. 

11.B The Management Committee shall have the discretion to deal with a Team being unable to start or 

complete its fixtures for a Playing Season, including, but not limited to, issuing a fine in accordance with 

the Fines Tariff. 

11.C Notwithstanding the powers of the Management Committee pursuant to Rule 6.I, in the event of a Club 

failing to discharge all its financial obligations to the Competition in excess of £50, the Management 

Committee shall be empowered to refer the debt under The FA Football Debt Recovery provisions. 

12. EXCLUSION OF CLUBS, TEAMS. MISCONDUCT OF CLUBS, OFFICERS, PLAYERS, MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

12.A At the AGM or SGM called for the purpose in accordance with the provisions of Rule 9, notice of motion 

having been duly circulated on the agenda by direction of the Management Committee, the accredited 

delegates present shall have the power to:  

(1)  remove a member of the Management Committee from office; (2) exclude any Club or Team from 

membership.  both of which, must be supported by more than two thirds (2/3) of those present and 

voting. Voting on this point shall be conducted by ballot. A member of the Management Committee or 

Club which is the subject of the vote being taken shall be excluded from voting. 

12.B At the AGM, or at an SGM called for the purpose in accordance with the provisions of Rule 9, the 

accredited delegates present shall have the power to exclude from further participation in the 

Competition any Club whose conduct has, in their opinion, been undesirable, provided this is supported 

by more than two-thirds (2/3) of those present and voting.  Voting on this point shall be conducted by 

ballot. A Club whose conduct is the subject of the vote being taken shall be excluded from voting 

12.C Any Officer or member of a Club  found guilty of either a breach of Rule, other than field offences, or of 

inducing or attempting to induce a Player or Players of another Club in the Competition to join them shall 

be liable to such penalty as a General Meeting or Management Committee may decide, and their Club 

shall also be liable to expulsion in accordance with the provisions of 12.A and/or 12.B of this Rule. 

13. TROPHY 

13.A The following agreement shall be signed on behalf of the winners of the cup or trophy: 

“We (A) (name) and (B) (name), the Chair and Secretary of [ ] FC (Limited), members of and representing 

the Club, having been declared winners of cup or trophy, and the cup or trophy having been delivered to 

us by the Competition, do hereby on behalf of the Club jointly and severally agree to return the cup or 

trophy to the Competition Secretary on or before [ ]. If the cup or trophy is lost or damaged whilst under 

our care we agree to refund to the Competition the amount of its current value or the cost of its 

thorough repair.” 

 

Failure to comply will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

13.B At the close of each Competition awards shall be made to the winners if the funds of the Competition 
permit. 
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14. ALTERATION TO RULES 

14.A Alterations, for which consent has been given by the Sanctioning Authority, shall be made to these Rules 

only at the AGM or at an SGM specially convened for the purpose called in accordance with Rule 9. Any 

alteration made during the Playing Season to these Rules shall not take effect until the following Playing 

Season, except in exceptional circumstances and approved by Sanctioning Authority or The FA. 

14.B Notice of proposed alterations to be considered at the AGM shall be submitted to the Secretary by 30th 

April in each year. The proposals, together with any proposals by the Management Committee, shall be 

circulated to the Clubs by 7th May and any amendments to these proposals shall be submitted to the 

Secretary by 21st May. The proposals and proposed amendments to these proposals shall be circulated to 

Clubs with the notice of the AGM. A proposal to change a Rule shall be carried if a 2/3 majority of those 

present, and entitled to vote, and voting are in favour. 

14.C A copy of the proposed alterations to Rules to be considered at the AGM or SGM shall be submitted to 

the Sanctioning Authority or The FA (as applicable) at least 28 days prior to the date of the meeting. 

15. FINANCE 

15.A The Management Committee shall determine with which bank or other financial institution the funds of 

the Competition will be lodged. 

15.B All expenditure in excess of £250 shall be approved by the Management Committee. 

15.C The financial year of the Competition will end on 30th April. 

15.D The accounting records or a certified balance sheet, of a Competition shall be prepared and shall be 

verified annually by a suitably qualified person(s) who shall be appointed at the AGM. 

16. INSURANCE 

16.A All Clubs must have valid Public Liability Insurance cover for a minimum of ten million pounds 

(£10,000,000) at all times. 

16.B All Clubs must have valid personal accident cover for all Players registered with them from time to time. 

The Players’ Personal Accident Insurance cover must be in place prior to the Club taking part in any 

Competition Match and shall be at least equal to the minimum recommended cover determined from 

time to time by the Sanctioning Authority. In instances where The FA is the Sanctioning Authority, the 

minimum recommended cover will be the cover required by the Affiliated Association to which a Club 

affiliates. 

16.C Failure to comply with Rule 16.A or 16.B will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

17. DISSOLUTION 

17.A Dissolution of the Competition shall be by resolution approved at an SGM by a majority of three quarters 

(3/4) of the members present and shall take effect from the date of the relevant SGM. 

17.B In the event of the dissolution of the Competition, the members of the Management Committee are 

responsible for the winding up of the assets and liabilities of the Competition. 

17.C The Management Committee shall deal with any surplus assets as follows: 

1. Any surplus assets (save for a trophy or any other presentation), remaining after the discharge of 

the debts and liabilities of the Competition shall be transferred only to another Competition or 

Affiliated Association or The Football Association Benevolent Fund or to such other charitable or 

benevolent object in the locality of the Competition as determined by resolution at or before the 

time of winding up, and approved in writing by the Sanctioning Authority. 

2. If a Competition is discontinued for any reason a trophy or any other presentation shall be returned 

to the donor if the conditions attached to it so provide or, if not, dealt with as the Sanctioning 

Authority may decide. 
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 COMPETITION LEAGUE RULES 

L1. QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS 

A A Player is one who, being in all other respects eligible, has: 

Registered through the F A Player Registration System and received approval from the Competition except 

in the case of a Player who has been registered on the day of the match. For any players registered on the 

day of a match, a Club Officer must email the Competition with details of the registration 4 hours prior to 

the scheduled kick off time in order for the Player to be eligible to play in that match. The Player shall not 

play again in any subsequent match in the Competition until the Club has registered the Player through the 

F A Player Registration System and is in possession of the approval of the Competition. 

Any registration that is not fully and correctly completed will be returned to the Club unprocessed and the 

player classed as unregistered. If a Club attempts to register a player via the Player Registration System but 

does not fully and correctly complete the necessary information via the Player Registration System, the 

registration will not be processed. 

All Player profiles/registrations MUST have a recent up to date & clear image of the player attached to it - 

no obscurities permitted (i.e. Glasses, Hats etc.) 

Failure to attach a photo to the profile will result in the registration being rejected. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

B (i) Contract players are not permitted in this Competition with the exception of those Players who are 

registered under Contract with the same Club who have a team operating at Steps 1 to 6 of the National 

League System. 

(ii) It is the responsibility of each Club to ensure that any Player registered to the Club has, where 

necessary, the required International Transfer Certificate. Clearance is required for any Player aged 10 and 

over crossing borders including Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

(iii) Each Club must have at least 11 Players registered 7 days before the start of each Playing Season. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

(iv) In the event of a Non Contract Player changing his status to that of a Contract Player with the same 

Club, or with a Club in another Competition their registration as a Non Contract Player will automatically 

be cancelled and declared void unless the Club conforms to the exception detailed in League Rule L1.B(i) 

C A Player that owes a Football Debt (as defined under the Football Debt Recovery Regulations) shall be 

permitted to register for a Club but will be suspended from football activities if the Player does not comply 

with the terms of the Football Debt Recovery Regulations in respect of that Football Debt.    

D A fee as set out in the Fees Tariff shall be paid by each Club/Team for each Player registered.   

E The Management Committee shall decide all registration disputes. 

In the event of a player signing a registration form or having a registration submitted for more than one 

Club in the Competition, the valid registration submitted first shall take precedence. The Secretary shall 

notify the Club last applying to register the player of the fact of the previous registration.   

F It shall be a breach of Rule for a Player to:- 

i. Play for more than one Club in the Competition in the same Playing Season without first being 
transferred. 

ii. Having registered for one Club in the Competition, register for another Club in the Competition in 
that Playing Season except for the purpose of a transfer, or where the Competition adopts Rule 
18.P 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

G i. The Management Committee shall accept the registration of any Player subject to the provisions of 

League Rules L1.G(ii) and (iii) below. 

ii. The Management Committee shall have power to refuse, cancel or suspend the registration of any 
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Player or may fine any Player, at their discretion (in accordance with the Fines Tariff) who has been 

charged and found guilty of registration irregularities (subject to SCOR Rule 7). 

iii. The Management Committee shall have power to make application to refuse or cancel the 

registration of any Player charged and found guilty of undesirable conduct (subject to SCOR Rule 7) 

subject to the right of appeal to the Sanctioning Authority. Application should be made to the 

parent County of the Club the Player is registered or intending to be registered with. 

Undesirable conduct shall mean an incident of repeated proven misconduct, which may deter a 

Participant from being involved in this Competition. 

iv. A Player who has previously had a registration removed in accordance with League Rule L1.G(iii) 

but has a registration accepted at the expiry of exclusion will be considered to be under a 

probationary period of 12 months. Whilst under a probationary period, should the Player commit a 

further act of proven misconduct under the jurisdiction of the Competition, (excluding standard 

dismissals), the Competition may consider a further charge of bringing the Competition into 

disrepute. 

Note: Action under League Rule L1.G(iii) shall not be taken against a Player for misconduct until 

the matter has been dealt with by the Sanctioning Authority, and then only in cases of the Player 

bringing the Competition into disrepute and will in any event be subject to an appeal to the 

Sanctioning Authority or The FA. All decisions must include the period of restriction. For the 

purpose of this Rule, bringing the Competition into disrepute can only be considered where the 

Player has received in excess of 112 days’ suspension, or 10 matches in match based discipline, in 

any competition (and is not restricted to the Competition) in a period of two years or less from the 

date of the first offence) 

 H Subject to compliance with FA Rule C2 when a Club wishes to register a player who is already registered 
with another club it shall submit a transfer notification to the Competition via the Player Registration 
System. A fee as set out in the Fees Tariff will be required.  

Such transfer shall be referred by the Competition to the club for which the player is registered. Should 
this club object to the transfer it should state its objections in writing to the Competition and to the player 
concerned within 3 days of receipt of the notification. Upon receipt of the club’s consent, or upon its 
failure to give written objection within 3 days, the Secretary may, on behalf of the Management 
Committee, transfer the player who shall be deemed eligible to play for the new Club from such date or 3 
days after receipt of such transfer. 

In the event of an objection to a transfer the matter shall be referred to the Management Committee for 

a decision. 

I A Player may not be registered for a Club after 30th April nor transferred to another Club in the Competition 

after 31st March except by special permission of the Management Committee 

J Registrations are valid for one Playing Season only.  

K A Player shall not be eligible to play for a Team in any special championship, promotion or relegation 

deciding Competition Match (as specified in League Rule L5.A) unless the Player has played 2 Competition 

Matches for that Team in the current Playing Season.   

L A Team shall not include more than 6 Players who have played in 10 or more senior Competition Matches 

during the current Playing Season unless a period of 21 clear days has elapsed since they played. 21 clear 

days is counted by excluding the day when the relevant Player last played and the day when the Player 

intends to play again. 

For the purpose of this Rule a senior competition is Competition Matches played in higher divisions by 
other teams within the same club. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff.   

M i. Subject to League Rule L1.M(ii) any Club found to have played an ineligible Player in a 

Competition Match or Matches where points are awarded shall have the points gained from that 

Competition Match deducted from its record, up to a maximum of 12 points, and have levied upon 

it a fine (in accordance with the Fines Tariff). 

ii. The Management Committee may vary the sanction as relates to the deduction of points set out at 
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League Rule L1.M(i) only in circumstances where the ineligibility is due to the failure to obtain an 

International Transfer Certificate or where the ineligibility is related to the Player’s status. 

iii. Where a Club is found to have played an ineligible Player in accordance with League Rule L1.M(i) 

above, the Management Committee may also, at its discretion order one or more of the following 

(if appropriate): 

a. Award the points available in the Competition Match in question to the opponents, subject to 

the Competition Match not being ordered to be replayed; or 

b. Levy penalty points against the Club in default; or 

c. Order that such Competition Match or Matches be replayed (on such terms as are decided by 

the Management Committee). 

N The following clause applies to Competitions involving Players in full-time secondary education: 

i. Priority must be given at all times to activities of schools and school organisations. Failure to 
comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff.  

ii. The availability of children and young people must be cleared with the Head Teachers or Principals 
(except for Sunday leagues competitions). 

iii. To play open age football the player must have achieved the age of 16. 

O A Player who has played for a Team in the Premier division 25 times or more shall not in that Playing 

Season be eligible to play in a lower division except by permission of the Management Committee.  

P If a Club wishes to cancel a Player’s registration within the Competition, it must make a request via The 
FA’s electronic player registration system giving the reasons for the request. The Competition may either 
approve or decline the request. 

If a Player’s registration is cancelled, they will not be eligible to re-register in the Competition for a period 
of 14 days from the date of cancellation 

L2. CLUB COLOURS   

A Every team must register the colour and design of its shirts and shorts with the Secretary by 31st July and 
the Competition Secretary shall decide as to their suitability. 

B Any team wishing to change the colour(s) and/or design(s) of its shirt(s) and short(s) during the Playing 
Season must obtain permission from the Competition Secretary in advance of making that change. 

C Goalkeepers must wear colours which distinguish them from all other Players and the Match Officials. 

D No Player, including the goalkeeper, shall be permitted to wear black or very dark shirts. 

E Any Team not being able to play in its normal colours as registered with the Competition shall notify its 

opponents the colours in which they will play (including the colours of the goalkeepers jersey) at least 5 

days before the Competition Match. 

F If, in the opinion of the referee, two Teams have the same or similar colours, the away Team shall make 

the change. Should a Team delay the scheduled time of kick off for a Competition Match by not having a 

change of colours they will be fined in accordance with the Fines Tariff.   

G Shirts must all be numbered and no two shirts shall have the same number, failing which a fine will be 
levied in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

 

 

L3. PLAYING SEASON.  CONDITIONS OF PLAY, TIMES OF KICK-OFF.  POSTPONEMENTS. SUBSTITUTES 

A All Competition Matches shall be played in accordance with the Laws of the Game as determined by the 

International Football Association Board. 

Clubs must take all reasonable precautions to keep their Grounds in a playable condition. All Competition 

Matches shall be played on pitches deemed suitable by the Management Committee. If through any fault 
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of the home Team a match has to be replayed, the Management Committee shall have power to order the 

venue to be changed. 

The Management Committee shall have power to decide whether a pitch and/or facilities are suitable for 

Competition Matches and to order the Club concerned to play its Competition Match(es) on another 

ground. 

Artificial Football Turf Pitches (3G) are allowed in this Competition provided they meet the required 

performance standards and are listed on the FA’s Register of Football Turf Pitches – 

https://footballfoundation.org.uk/3g-pitch-register. All Football Turf Pitches used must be tested (by a FIFA 

accredited test institute) every three years and the results passed to The FA. The FA will give a decision on 

the suitability for use and add the pitch to the Register. 

The home Club is also responsible for advising Participants of footwear requirements when confirming 

match arrangements in accordance with League Rule L3.C. 

Within Regional NLS Feeder Leagues, all Competition Matches shall have a duration of 90 minutes. All 

other Competition Matches shall have duration of 90 minutes unless a shorter time (not less than sixty (60) 

minutes) is mutually arranged by the two Clubs in consultation with the referee prior to the 

commencement of the match, and in any event shall be of equal halves. Two matches involving the same 

two Teams can be played on the same day providing the total playing time is not more than 120 minutes. 

The times of kick-off shall be agreed at the AGM and can only be altered by the mutual consent of the two 

competing Clubs and the Competition.  

Referees must order matches to commence at the appointed time and must report all late starts to the 

Competition. 

The home Team must provide goal nets, corner flags and at least two footballs fit for play and the referee 

shall make a report to the Competition if not provided. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine 

in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

No overhead netting is allowed for 9 v 9 and 11 v 11 affiliated matches. 

Regional NLS Feeder Leagues: Overhead wires used to support pitch divider netting are removed for all 

affiliated matches at Regional NLS Feeder League level. 

For those Leagues which are not Regional NLS Feeder Leagues: Overhead wires used to support pitch 

divider netting are ideally removed for affiliated matches but if they cannot be removed then discretion is 

given to the match official to restart the match in accordance with the laws of the game. 

B Except by permission of the Management Committee all Competition Matches must be played on the 

dates originally agreed but priority shall be given to The FA and parent County Association Cup 

Competitions. All other matches must be considered secondary. Clubs may mutually agree to bring 

forward a Competition match with the consent of the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will 

result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

In the case of a revised fixture date, the Clubs must be given by the Competition 5 clear days’ notice of the 

match (unless otherwise mutually agreed). 

Any Club who wishes to cancel a game for any of its teams on any particular date must give notice to the 

Hon Secretary and the Hon Fixtures Secretary of at least 28 days prior to that date. Limited to a maximum 

of 6 times in a playing season. 

Any Club which enters the Veterans Cup may, if they wish, cancel a League fixture for any one of their 

Teams on the day of the Veterans Cup game. However, if they wish to cancel a game they must give the 

Fixture Secretary a minimum of 7 days’ notice with the details. 

 

C An Officer of the home Club must give notice via email of full particulars of the location of, and access to, 

the Ground, time of kick-off and kit colours (including goalkeeper) to the Match Officials and an Officer of 

the opposing Club by 9.00 pm Wednesday prior to the playing of the Competition Match. The opposing 

Club must confirm receipt and give notice of its kit colours (including goalkeeper) within 24 hours to the 

playing of the Competition Match. The referee must also confirm their availability to the Referees 

Secretary within 24 hours of contact with the home club. If either is not provided, the relevant Club shall 
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seek such details and report the circumstances to the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will 

result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

D In accordance with the Laws of the Game, the minimum number of Players that will constitute a Team for a 

Competition Match is 7. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines 

Tariff. 

E i. Home and away matches shall be played. In the event of a Club failing to keep its engagement the 

Management Committee shall decide whether it should either: 

a. award the points from the Competition Match in question to the Club’s opponent (without 

the awarding of goals)   

OR  

b. order the Competition Match to be rescheduled. The Management Committee shall also 

have the power to order the rescheduled Competition Match to be played on a neutral ground or 

on the opponent Club’s Ground if they are satisfied that such action is warranted by the 

circumstances. 

In addition, the Management Committee may at its discretion order one or more of the following 

(if appropriate): 

a. impose a fine (in accordance with the Fines Tariff),  

b. deduct points from the defaulting Club,  

c. order the defaulting Club to pay any reasonable expenses incurred by the opponents. 

Any fixture in the opinion of the Hon. Fixtures Secretary and subject to Management Committee 

approval classed as an unfulfilled fixture will require correspondence from both clubs and attract a 

fine in accordance with amount set out in the Fines Tariff table for the offending club. Any club 

failing to fulfil a planned fixture shall forfeit the fixture to its opponents and be fined as set out in 

the Fines Tariff (Goals will not be awarded) 

The Team that causes the unfulfilled fixture shall be penalised with a 3 point deduction. 

If the game is cancelled on the day of the match then the maximum fine will be levied and the 

offending Team will be responsible for payment of the match official(s). 

A second offence in the same season by the same Team shall result in a fine as set out in the Fines 

Tariff. 

A third offence in the same season by the same Team shall result in a fine as set out in the Fines 

Tariff. 

For night games the period of time will be calculated from the agreed date of the fixture, as 

opposed to a Saturday. Half of the scale of fines held in the Fines Tariff shall be applied and any 

points deductions will be at the discretion of the Management Committee. 

ii. Fixtures for Saturdays up to and including the first Saturday in May will be issued by the Fixture 

Secretary.  

There will be a Fixture Meeting in March when dates for all outstanding fixtures will be arranged 

by the clubs concerned. Where only one of the teams for any game is in attendance at this 

meeting that team will have priority on choice of date. No team will be forced to play on 

consecutive nights. 

Any team not in attendance at this meeting up to the time the meeting is closed will be fined as 

set out in the Fines Tariff. 

For any dates not agreed and any other games that are not played to schedule after the meeting, 

the teams must agree a new date within 7 days of the event. Any team not agreeing a new date 

may be fined as set out in the Fines Tariff. The League will then issue the date for the game. 

iii. Any Club with more than one team in the Competition shall always fulfil its fixture, within the 

Competition, in the following order of precedence:-  First Team, Second Team, Third Team, Fourth 

Team, Fifth Team.  Clubs in breach of this requirement shall be fined in accordance with the Fines 

Tariff or otherwise dealt with by the Management Committee.  If this results in the Club 

postponing its lowest team fixture, the offence will be treated as an unfulfilled fixture as per 
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League Rule L3.E(i), however the offending team will not be deducted any league points. 

Where a club postpones a higher team fixture they will be fined for that offence (see Fines Tariff) 

or otherwise dealt with by the League Management Committee and be liable for a deduction of 

three points as per League Rule L3.E(i). 

iv.  Any Club unable to fulfil a fixture or where a Competition Match has been postponed for any 

reason must, without delay, give notice to the Secretary, Fixtures Secretary, the Competition 

Referees Appointments Secretary, the secretary of the opposing Club and the Match Officials. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

v. In the event of a Competition Match not being played or abandoned owing to causes over which 

neither Club has control, it should be played in its entirety on a date to be mutually agreed by the 

two Clubs and approved by the Competition. Failing such agreement and notification to the 

Fixtures Secretary within 7 days the Competition shall have the power to order the Match to be 

played on or before a given date. Where it is to the advantage of the Competition the 

Management Committee shall also be empowered to order the score at the time of an 

abandonment to stand. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the 

Fines Tariff. 

vi. The Management Committee shall review all Competition Matches abandoned in cases where it is 

consequent upon the conduct of either or both Teams.  Where it is to the advantage of the 

Competition and does no injustice to either Club, the Management Committee shall be 

empowered to order the score at the time of the abandonment to stand. In all cases where the 

Management Committee are satisfied that a Competition Match was abandoned owing to the 

conduct of one Team or its Club member(s) they shall award the points for the Competition Match 

to the opponent. In cases where a Competition Match has been abandoned owing to the conduct 

of both Teams or their Club member(s), the Management Committee shall rule that neither Team 

will be awarded any points for that Competition Match and it shall not be replayed. No fine(s) can 

be applied by the Management Committee for an abandoned Competition Match. 

vii. Where a Competition Match has been abandoned for any reason both Clubs must, within 24 

hours, give notice to the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in 

accordance with the Fines Tariff 

The Management Committee shall review any Competition Match that has taken place where either or 

both Teams were under a suspension imposed upon them by The FA or Affiliated Association. In each case 

the Team that was under suspension would be dealt with in the same manner as if they had participated 

with ineligible players in accordance with League Rule L1.M above. Where both Teams were under 

suspension the game must be declared null and void and shall not be replayed. 

F A Club may at its discretion and in accordance with the Laws of the Game use substitute Players in any 

Competition Match. A Club may name up to 5 substitute Players of whom not more than 5 may be used.  

Each team shall provide a match sheet, which will be completed by them, including the forename(s) and 

surname of all players and substitutes (in block letters).  The match sheets shall be handed to the referee 

not later than ten minutes before kick-off of the Competition Match. 

The referee (and a representative of the opposing Club) shall be informed of the names of the Players 

taking part in the match (including the substitutes) not later than 10 minutes before the start of the 

Competition Match and a Player not so named may not take part in that Competition Match. 

A Player who has been named as a substitute before the start of the Competition Match but does not 

actually play in that game shall not be considered to have been a Player in that Competition Match within 

the meaning of League Rule L1. 

G The half time interval shall be of 5 minutes’ duration, but it shall not exceed 15 minutes. The half time 

interval may only be altered with the consent of the referee. 

H The Teams taking part in a Competition Match shall identify a Team captain who may wear an armband 

and shall have a responsibility to offer support in the management of the on-field discipline of their 

teammates.  Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

I Where a suspension imposed in relation to a Football Debt (as defined under the Football Debt Recovery 

Regulations) upon a Club by The FA or Affiliated Association is not lifted, and/or the Club does not provide 
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confirmation from The FA or Affiliated Association that such suspension is lifted to the Competition 

Secretary by 3:00pm 1 day before a fixture, that fixture will be treated as an unfulfilled fixture and dealt 

with in accordance with Rule 20(E). 

L4. REPORTING RESULTS 

A The Registration Secretary must receive within 2 days of the date played (Monday 10.00pm), the match 

form whereby each team is responsible for sending copies of its own and its opponents match form of 

each Competition match by electronic mail to: matchforms@birminghamafa.co.uk or via other supported 

communication channels e.g WhatsApp 

This must include the forename(s) and surname and shirt numbers of the Team Players (in block letters) 

the date, the final score & the goal scorers. A photo/scan of the Match form is acceptable as long as it is a 

clear photo of the information required. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

B The Home Club shall enter the result into FA Fulltime via the SMS message notification, or by using the FA 

Full-Time Login process to notify the result of each Competition Match by 6:00pm on the day, of the 

matches played on a Saturday and within 24 hours of Competition Matches played midweek. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

C The match result notification, correctly completed, shall be signed by an Officer of the Club, or as 

prescribed by the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the 

Fines Tariff. 

D. Both clubs / teams must by 10pm 2 days of the date game played (Monday 10.00pm,) for Saturday games. 

Have entered on FA Fulltime the following: 

1. Referee Marks. 

2. Opposition man of the match. 

3. Team line ups including substitutions made. 

4. All stats including goal scorers & clean sheets.  

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

L5. DETERMINING CHAMPIONSHIP 

A Team rankings within the Competition will be decided by points with three points to be awarded for a win and 

one point for a drawn Competition Match. The Teams gaining the highest number of points in their respective 

divisions at the end of the Playing Season shall be adjudged the winners. Competition Matches must not be 

played for double points. 

In the event of two or more Teams being equal on points at the end of the Playing Season, rankings shall be 

determined by the following criteria, in the order of priority in which they appear: 

1. In the event of two or more Teams being equal, the Team that has won the most matches during the 

Playing Season shall be placed highest.  

2. In the event of two or more Teams being equal, the Team which has the better playing record against the 

other Team in their head to head Competition Matches during the Playing Season will be placed highest. 

3. One-off fixture or play-off games as determined by the League management committee. 

4.     Each club must purchase at least 2 tickets for their first team & 1 ticket for every other team in the 

competition priced at £25 each for end of season awards evening. (Due end of January of each season). (more 

tickets can be purchased if required or clubs not attending evening can sell to other clubs). 

5.    Team Winning division shall be awarded 20 winners medals to distribute as they see fit to their playing & 

club officials. (To be awarded with League shield at end of season awards evening). 

6.     Player who finishes with the overall most opposition player of the match awards will be deemed player of 

the season for that division. The overall player of the match will be deemed BDFL Player of the year. (Awarded 

at the end of season awards evening). 

7.   Player who finishes with most goals will be deemed to be top goal scorer for that division. (goals must 

appear on FA Full Time & match forms). (Awarded at the end of season awards evening). 

8.   Player who finishes with most clean sheets will be deemed to be golden glove for that division. (Goals must 
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appear on FA Full Time & match forms). (Awarded at the end of season awards evening). 

9.   The Referee who finishes with the highest average score accumulated by Referee Sec will be deemed to be 

Referee of the season. (Awarded at the end of season awards evening). 

 B Automatic promotion shall be applied for the first 2 teams in each Division except in the case of Division 1, 

and the 2 bottom teams may be relegated to the immediate Division below, except as provided for 

hereunder, subject to the provisions of SCOR Rule 2(L). 

In exceptional circumstances a team may be promoted more than one division, subject to final approval by 

the Management Committee. 

Save for where Rule 2(M) applies, when a senior Team is relegated to a lower division of which the reserve 

(or other less senior) Team of the same Club is a member, or entitled to be a member, such reserve (or 

other less senior) Team must accept relegation to, or retain its position in, the next lower division. Should 

the senior Team be relegated to the lowest division, the reserve (or other less senior) Team of the same 

Club automatically retires from the Competition. 

Should either or both of the leading teams in any of the divisions have its senior team in the next higher 

division, promotion shall fall, at the discretion of the Management Committee, to the next highest team or 

teams in the division concerned. 

C Not Adopted 

D In the event of a Team withdrawing from the Competition before completing 75% of its fixtures for the 

Playing Season all points obtained by or recorded against such defaulting Team shall be expunged from the 

Competition table. For the purposes of this Rule a completed fixture shall include any Competition 

Match(es) which has been awarded by the Management Committee. 

E Not Adopted 

L6. MATCH OFFICIALS 

A Registered referees (and assistant referees where approved by The FA or County FA) for all Competition 

Matches shall be appointed in a manner approved by the Management Committee and by   the 

Sanctioning Authority. 

B i. In the event of the non-appearance of the appointed referee the appointed senior assistant 

referee shall take charge and a substitute assistant referee appointed by the competing Teams.  

ii. In cases where there are no officially appointed Match Officials in attendance, the Clubs shall agree 

upon a referee. An individual thus agreed upon shall, for that Competition Match, have the full 

powers, status and authority of a registered referee. Individuals under the age of 16 must not 

participate either as a referee or assistant referee in any Competition Match. 

C Where assistant referees are not appointed each Team shall provide a Club assistant referee. Failure to 

comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

D The appointed referee shall have power to decide as to the fitness of the Ground in all Competition 

Matches and that decision shall be final, subject to the determination of the Local Authority or the owners 

of a Ground, which must be accepted. 

E Subject to any limits/provisions laid down by the Sanctioning Authority, Match Officials appointed under 

this Rule shall be paid a match fee in accordance with the Fees Tariff  

Match Officials will be paid their fees by the home Club immediately after the Competition Match. Failure 

to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

In all cases where the Hon Referees Secretary appoints Assistant Referees, their fee shall be paid by the 

home Club and the expense shared equally between the two Clubs. In the event that only one Assistant 

Referee is available the home Club will pay his fee and the expense shared between the two Clubs and the 

other Assistant Referee shall be provided by the home Club unless mutually agreed between the two 

captains. 

F In the event of a Competition Match not being played because of circumstances over which the Clubs have 

no control, the Match Officials, if present, shall be entitled to half fee only. Where a Competition Match is 
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not played owing to one Club being in default, that Club shall be ordered to pay the Match Officials, if they 

attend the Ground, their full fee. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the 

Fines Tariff. 

G A referee not keeping their engagement, and failing to give a satisfactory explanation as to their non-
appearance, may be reported to the Affiliated Association with which they are registered.   

H Each Club shall, in a manner prescribed from time to time by The FA, award marks to the referee for each 

Competition Match and the name of the referee and the marks awarded shall be submitted to the 

Competition on Full Time. Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be liable to be fined (in accordance 

with the Fines Tariff) or dealt with as the Management Committee shall determine. 

I The Competition shall keep a record of the markings and, on the form provided by the prescribed date 

each Season, shall submit a summary to The FA/County FA. 

L7. PREMIER DIVISION AND DIVISION ONE QUALIFICATION 

A The Premier Division shall comprise of no more than 14 clubs for first teams of adequate playing strength.  

Both the Premier Division and Division One will ensure adequate ground facilities, these being an 

acceptable and regularly maintained playing surface (grass and/ or 3g) with clear pitch markings, maximum 

size 120 yards by 80 yards, (110 by 75 metres), minimum size 110 yards by 65 yards (100 by 60 metres) 

with washing facilities and separate dressing rooms for each team and match officials. 

B Application to enter the Premier Division will be considered teams of Full Member Clubs already having 

these qualifications. The facilities of Premier Division clubs shall be reviewed annually by the Management 

Committee. 

C The Official Form stating details of their pitch or pitches and dressing room facilities etc. for the following 

season must be forwarded by the Club making the application to the Hon. Secretary to be received by 30th 

April. 

D A Club may not play a Premier Division match on a pitch otherwise than those entered on the Official Form 

without first obtaining permission to do so from the Management Committee. 

E The first-choice kit of any team competing in the Premier Division and Division One must be numbered. 

L8. REPRESENTATIVE GAMES 

 League games may be postponed as a result of representative matches, if a team has more than one 

player in the Birmingham & District Football League representative side. Permission should be sought 

through the Hon. Fixtures Secretary. 

  

   COMPETITION CUP RULES - ADDITIONAL RULES GOVERNING THE CHALLENGE CUP COMPETITIONS 

C1. The entire control of the above Competitions shall be vested in the Management Committee of 
the Birmingham and District Football League. 

C2. The Cups shall be called the “Birmingham and District Football League, Senior, Intermediate, Junior, Bill 
Hill, Norman Worskett (previously known as the Minor), Holder, Jeffs, Veterans and Youth Cups” 
respectively and shall not become the property of any one Club. 

C3. The Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer of the League shall be legal holders of the Cups in trust for the 
League. 

C4. The Competitions shall be annual and be open to Clubs who are members of the League, 
subject to the approval of the Management Committee. 

Cup entrance fees shall be decided annually at the Annual General Meeting.  No Club is eligible 
to play until it has paid its League subscription and Cup entry fees for the current season. The 
dates, with kick off times, on which the Cup ties for the following season shall be played, shall 
be fixed by the Management Committee and presented at the Annual General Meeting. 

It is mandatory that all teams will be entered into all Cups for which they qualify, with the 
exception of the Youth and Veterans Cup Competitions.  
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QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS 

C5. A Player is one who, being in all other respects eligible, has: 

Registered through the F A Player Registration System and received approval from the Competition except 
in the case of a Player who has been registered on the day of the match. For any players registered on the 
day of a match, a Club Officer must email the Competition with details of the registration 4 hours prior to 
the scheduled kick off time in order for the Player to be eligible to play in that match. The Player shall not 
play again in any subsequent match in the Competition until the Club has registered the Player through 
the F A Player Registration System and is in possession of the approval of the Competition. 

Any registration that is not fully and correctly completed will be returned to the Club unprocessed and the 
player classed as unregistered. If a Club attempts to register a player via the Player Registration System 
but does not fully and correctly complete the necessary information via the Player Registration System, 
the registration will not be processed. 

All Player profiles/registrations MUST have a recent up to date & clear image of the player attached to it  -  
no obscurities permitted (i.e. Glasses, Hats etc.) 

Failure to attach a photo to the profile will result in the registration being rejected. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

C6. The names of the Clubs entered for the Competition shall be drawn for the first round for each cup at the 
August League Management meeting in couples at a time.  The winners of the first round shall be drawn 
as in the first ties, and so compete until the final is played, when the winning Club shall hold the Cup for 
the current year. When byes are necessary in the first round of the competition, these byes shall first of all 
be allotted in order to the following Clubs, if eligible: 

(1) The winner of the previous season 

(2) The runner-up of the previous season 

(3) The semi-finalists who lost to the winner of the previous season 

(4) The semi-finalist who lost to the runner-up of the previous season 

After the above have been duly allotted the draw shall proceed, and any other necessary byes being 
according to lot.  The lots shall be drawn, and the Competition matches played as the Management 
Committee may determine, and immediately after each draw the President or designate shall intimate to 
the Club drawn the name of the Clubs it is drawn against, the date and time of kick-off.  The first round of 
the Senior Cup shall be played between the entrants received from the lowest divisions of the League 
until all ties for this round have been exhausted.  

C7. The Home Team Secretary shall give the referee, assistant referees (if appointed) and visiting team notice 
via email as to the situation of ground by 9.00 pm Wednesday prior to the playing of the Competition 
Match. The opposing Club must confirm receipt and give notice of its kit colours (including goalkeeper) 
within 24 hours to the playing of the Competition Match. The referee must also confirm to the Referees 
Secretary their availability within 24 hours of contact with the home club. If either is not provided, the 
relevant Club shall seek such details and report the circumstances to the Competition. Failure to comply 
with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

A Club or Clubs responsible for late kick-off shall be fined, failing a reasonable explanation in writing to be 
posted to the Hon. Secretary within three days of the date on which the tie was played (Sundays 
excluded). In the event of a tie being left unfinished, from any cause whatever, Management Committee 
shall have the power to deal with the matter. 

C8. Unless otherwise mutually arranged, the Clubs first drawn in the ballot shall have first choice of ground, 
except in the Final tie, which must be played on a neutral ground, unless otherwise mutually arranged 
between the Management Committee and the contending Clubs, but providing that no such arrangement 
is come to, the Management Committee shall appoint the ground. 

In the case of drawn matches, where the extra half-hour or the taking of penalties is not possible, or is 
begun and not completed the matter will be referred to the Management Committee. Correspondence 
from both clubs may be requested. If the reason for the non-fulfilment of the tie is due to the late arrival 
of one of the teams only the tie may be awarded to the other team.   

In the event of a tie being attempted to be played on two separate occasions and being postponed for any 
given reason it will be played on the ground of the second drawn team, who will bear the match costs as 
per Cup Rule C.9. If the tie is postponed on a further two occasions it will revert back to the original first 
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drawn team, who will bear the match costs as per Cup Rule C.9. If the tie is postponed further the League 
Management Committee will decide where the tie is to be played and all match expenses will be shared. 

All Cup Finals will be played to a result, extra time (shall be 15 minutes each way) if required and then 
penalty kicks (as laid down in the Laws of the Game) shall decide the tie. All Cup Finals shall be organised 
by a Cup Committee, being a Sub-Committee of the Management Committee. 

C9. The Hon. Referees Secretary shall appoint all referees up to and including the semi-finals and their fee 
shall be borne by the home Club.  The competing teams will appoint assistant referees up to and including 
the quarter-finals.  The Hon. Referees Secretary may however, at his discretion, appoint assistant referees 
where he believes this would be appropriate.  In the semi-finals the Hon. Referee Secretary will appoint 
assistant referees.  In all cases where the Hon. Referees Secretary appoints assistant referees their fee 
shall be paid by the home Club and the expense shared equally between the two Clubs. In the event that 
only one assistant referee is available the home Club will pay his fee and the expense shared between the 
two Clubs and the other assistant referee shall be provided by the home Club unless mutually agreed by 
the two captains.  In the final tie, the Management Committee shall appoint referee and assistant referees 
from the names submitted by the Hon. Referees Secretary and they will receive a suitable award. 

C10. Any objection to the ground, goal-posts, crossbars, or any other appurtenances of the game, must be 
made to those responsible for the match before the time fixed for the kick-off.  Any defect shall be 
remedied if possible without unduly delaying the game.  Failing this the objections shall be made to the 
referee prior to the start and cannot be withdrawn without the consent of the Management Committee. 
All other protests or appeals must be intimated to the referee at the time the violation takes place and full 
particulars must be posted to the Hon. Secretary within three days thereafter (Sundays excepted), 
accompanied by a deposit, which may be forfeited should the protest not be sustained. If the 
Management Committee should subsequently discover that any rule or spirit of the rules has, in their 
opinion, been violated by mutual arrangement or otherwise by two Clubs or otherwise, it shall be in the 
power of the Management Committee to disqualify one or both from further competing in the ties or 
order the match to be replayed without any protest being entertained from either or any Club. 

C11. The Home Club shall have the field of play marked out; provide a minimum of two match balls and 
dressing accommodation.  Goal nets, properly secured and corner posts must be used at all times.  The 
matches shall be played according to the laws of the game.  The size of the field of play for Semi-Final and 
Final ties shall be as follows: -Maximum 120 by 80 yards (110 by 75 metres) - minimum 100 yards by 65 
yards (90 by 60 metres).  All lines must be clearly defined according to Law 1 of the game. 

C12. A Club may at its discretion and in accordance with the Laws of the Game use substitute Players in any 
Competition Match. A Club may name up to 5 substitute Players of whom not more than 5 may be used, 
except to replace a player who has been dismissed by the referee for misconduct after play has 
commenced. The substitution can only be made when play is stopped for any reason and the referee has 
given permission.  

In the Veterans Cup only, a Club may nominate and use five substitute players at any time in the match in 
the Competition. A player who has been substituted during the match himself becomes a substitute and 
may, in turn, replace another player, except to replace a player who has been dismissed by the referee for 
misconduct after play has commenced. The substitution can only be made when play is stopped for any 
reason and the referee has given permission.  

Each team shall provide a match sheet, which will be completed by them, including the forename(s) and 
surname of all players and substitutes (in block letters).  The match sheets shall be handed to the referee 
not later than ten minutes before kick-off of the Competition Match. 

The referee (and a representative of the opposing Club) shall be informed of the names of the Players 
taking part in the match (including the substitutes) not later than 10 minutes before the start of the 
Competition Match and a Player not so named may not take part in that Competition Match. 

A Player who has been named as a substitute before the start of the Competition Match but does not 
actually play in that game shall not be considered to have been a Player in that Competition Match within 
the meaning of League Rule L1. 

A Player not named on the match sheet may not take part in that match.  Any player who plays in the 
game and is not entered on the match sheet may be considered to be an ineligible Player and may be 
dealt with under League Rule L1.M. 
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C13. The duration of the game shall be of two equal periods of 45 minutes. The interval at half time shall not 
exceed five minutes, except by special permission of the referee. In the event of a draw, after 90 minutes 
in any tie, the tie shall be concluded by the taking of penalties as laid down in the Laws of the Game. 

In the case of drawn matches, where the taking of penalties is not possible, or is begun and not completed 
the matter will be referred to the Management Committee. Correspondence from both clubs may be 
requested. If the reason for the non-fulfilment of the tie is due to the late arrival of one of the teams only, 
the tie may be awarded to the other team. 

C14. In the case of having two clubs having similar playing colours, the away club shall change to a 
distinguishing colour, the referee’s judgment and decision will be final.  All shirt advertising carried by 
Clubs must confirm to Rules & Regulations laid down by the Football Association from time to time. 

C15. Any Clubs refusing to carry out fixtures and complaint being made to Hon. Secretary the case will be 
brought before the next meeting of the Management Committee. Any Club refusing or failing to play a 
Club against which it has been drawn on the date fixed for the round, (the exigencies of weather alone 
excepted), shall be adjudged to have lost the match unless otherwise sanctioned by the Management 
Committee. Failing a satisfactory reason for the non-fulfilment of fixture being given, the Club may be 
fined, the amount to be settled by the Management Committee. Offending Clubs may be ordered to pay 
referees fees, pitch fees and receipted expenses.  

Notice of abandonments and postponements must be notified to the Secretary, Fixtures Secretary, the 
Competition Referees Secretary, the Secretary of the opposing Club and the appointed match officials by 
the Secretary of the home side by telephone no later than the date on which the game should have been 
played. It is the responsibility of all home teams (i.e. the first named on the fixture sheet) to ensure that 
visiting teams and referees do not travel unnecessarily.  If there is any doubt about the fixture not being 
played due to the contingencies of the weather etc. each club must warn the opponents not later than 
10:30 am on the match day and arrange for a telephone call no later than mid-day to confirm or postpone 
a game, where possible arranging for a local referee to assist in the decision. 

C16. REPORTING RESULTS 

A The Registration Secretary must receive within 2 days of the date played (Monday 10.00pm), the match 
form whereby each team is responsible for sending its own match form to the Competition of each 
Competition match by electronic mail to matchforms@birminghamafa.co.uk or via supported 
communication channels e.g Whatsapp.  This must include the forename(s) and surname and shirt 
numbers of the Team Players (in block letters) the date, the final score & the goal scorers. A photo /scan 
of the Match form is acceptable as long as it is a clear photo of the information required. Failure to comply 
with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

B The Home Club shall enter the result into FA Fulltime via the SMS message notification, or by using the F A 
Full-Time Login process to notify the result of each Competition Match by 6:00pm on the day, of the 
matches played on a Saturday and within 24 hours of   Competition Matches played midweek. 

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

C The match result notification, correctly completed, shall be signed by an Officer of the Club, or as 
prescribed by the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the 
Fines Tariff. 

D. Both clubs must by 10pm 2 days of the date game played (Monday 10.00pm,) for Saturday Games. Have 
entered on FA Full Time the following: 

1. Referee Marks. 
2. Opposition man of the match. 
3. Team line ups including substitutions made. 
4. All stats including goal scorers &amp; clean sheets.  

Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

C17. Each Club shall, in a manner prescribed from time to time by The Football Association, award marks to the 
Referee for each match and the name of the Referee and the marks awarded shall be submitted to the 
Competition on Full Time.  Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be liable to be fined or dealt with as 
the Management Committee shall determine. 

Any Club marking a referee 50 or below must submit a written explanation with the marking form. 
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C18. All fines and charges shall be paid within 14 days of the date of posting of the written notification. Clubs, 
Officials or individuals committing a breach of this Rule will incur such penalties as the Management 
Committee may impose. All fines and charges shall be paid within 14 days of the date of posting of the 
written notification.  Any Club failing to do so will be fined a maximum of £50.00. Further failure to pay 
the fine including the additional sum within 14 days will result in fixtures being withdrawn until such time 
as the outstanding payments are settled. 

C19. All questions eligibility, qualifications of competitors, interpretations of the rules or laws, and any other 
matters in dispute, shall be referred to the Management Committee.   Any Club or team found to be 
playing an ineligible player, for whatever reason, shall forfeit the tie unless otherwise ordered by the 
Management Committee.  All other matters relating to interpretations of Laws and Rules and any dispute 
shall be referred to the Management Committee. 

C20. The following agreement shall be signed on behalf of the winners of the Cup or Trophy:- 

“We (A) (name) and (B) (name), the Chairman and Secretary of FC (Limited), members of and representing 
the Club, having been declared winners of Cup or Trophy, and it having been delivered to us by the 
Competition, do hereby on behalf of the Club jointly and severally agree to return the Cup or Trophy to 
the Competition Secretary on or before December League Meeting.  If the Cup or Trophy is lost or 
damaged whilst under our care we agree to refund to the Competition the amount of its current value or 
the cost of its thorough repair.” 

Failure to return the trophy and its case (where appropriate) by this date in like order and condition shall 
result in a fine 

The Management Committee shall have the power to withhold trophies at its discretion. 

C21. On the recommendation of the Officers and with the approval of the Management Committee other Cup 
Competitions may be arranged as necessary, subject to general rules plus additional qualifying rules 
where required being submitted to all clubs prior to the commencement of the competition. 

C22. The Management Committee shall have the power to deal with any matter not covered by these rules. 

C23. The 16 players named on the match sheet on the day of each Cup Final, for both finalists will receive 
either Cup winners/runners up medals/trophies as appropriate.  Any player sent off during a Cup Final 
shall forfeit his right to receive his medal/trophy, subject to a successful County appeal. 

C24. PLEASE NOTE AS AND WHEN REQUIRED A YOUTH CUP WILL BE ARRANGED AND COMPETED FOR  - 

YOUTH CUP - For teams where only players who are under 21 years of age on the 1st day of August in the 
competing season, shall be eligible to take part in this Competition. 
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C25. QUALIFICATION RULES FOR CHALLENGE CUP COMPETITIONS 

For all Challenge Cup competitions all players must be registered in the same season for the competing club prior 
to each match. With the exception of the Veterans Cup for the semi-final and final, the registration must be 
completed a clear twenty eight days or four games, whichever is less, prior to the playing of the tie.  For the 
Veterans Cup players who play in the final tie must have played for the Veterans team in at least one previous 
game. No player shall play for more than one club in any one of the following competitions. 

A Club may at its discretion and in accordance with the Laws of the Game use five substitute players in any match 
in these Competitions, with the exception of the Veterans Cup in which five substitutes are permitted, who may 
be selected from five players. 

C.H. PATTEN (SENIOR CUP) 

A Full Member Clubs most senior team within the League. To be eligible for the semi-final or final players must 
have played for that team or a lower team at least twice 

INTERMEDIATE CUP 

A Member Clubs most senior team within the League, who are not members of the Premier Division of the 
League.  To be eligible for the semi-final or final players must have played for that team or a lower team at least 
twice 

JUNIOR CUP 

For second teams only.  To be eligible for the semi-final or final players must have played for that team or a 
lower team at least twice.  Players who have played twice in the Senior Cup and/or Intermediate Cup shall be 
ineligible to compete in the Junior Cup in the same season. 

NORMAN WORSKETT CUP (previously MINOR CUP) 

For third, fourth, fifth and sixth teams only.  Players who have played twice in any of the following Competitions 
– Senior, Intermediate and Junior or any combination thereof, are ineligible to compete in the Minor Cup in the 
same season. Players are allowed to play for one team only in the Competition in any one season and to be 
eligible for the semi-final or final must have played for that team or a lower team at least twice. 

HOLDER CUP 

Divisional Cup Competition – Entry at the discretion of the League Management Committee to be decided each 
season.  Players are allowed to play for one team only in the Competition in any one season and to be eligible for 
the semi-final or final must have played for that team or a lower team at least twice. 

BILL HILL 

Divisional Cup Competition – Entry at the discretion of the League Management Committee to be decided each 
season.  Players are allowed to play for one team only in the Competition in any one season and to be eligible for 
the semi-final or final must have played for that team or a lower team at least twice. Players who have played 
twice in the Holder Cup shall be ineligible to compete in the Bill Hill Cup in the same season 

JEFFS CUP 

Divisional Cup Competition – Entry at the discretion of the League Management Committee to be decided each 
season.  Players are allowed to play for one team only in the Competition in any one season and to be eligible for 
the semi-final or final must have played for that team or a lower team at least twice. Players who have played 
twice in the Holder Cup and/or Bill Hill Cup shall be ineligible to compete in the Jeffs Cup in the same season 

V.B. HALE (VETERANS CUP) 

For teams where only players who are over 35 on the day of the match, shall be eligible. 
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Veterans Cup Supplementary Rules 

1. Initially the competition will be split into 2 groups of 5 teams, the groups being drawn at the August 
SGM. Each group will become a mini league and teams will play each other home & away, the winner of 
each game will be awarded 3 points, drawn games 1 point each. The mini league position will be 
calculated in the following order – points gained, goal difference, goals scored. Games will commence in 
September. 

2. The top 2 teams from each group will advance to the semi-finals of the knockout stage. 

3. Semi Finals will be: 

(a) Winner Group A v runner up in Group B 

(b) Winner Group B v runner up in Group A 

4. Fixtures for the mini leagues will be set at the beginning of the competition and given to the competing 
clubs. 

5. Teams must adhere to the fixtures as published. If, for any reason a team cannot play on any of the 
specific dates it must give a minimum 14 days’ notice to the opposition and agree a rearranged date 7 
days before or 7 days after the original fixture. 

6. If any game is not played on the original date and 14 days’ notice is not given then the game will be 
awarded to the non-offending team (i.e. 3 points with a scoreline of 0 – 0) 

7. If any game is not played due to adverse weather, it must be rearranged as soon as possible after the 
original date. 

8. All disputes will be submitted to the Hon Secretary and be decided on by the League Management 
Committee 
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SCHEDULE A 

 

FEES TARIFF 

RULE NUMBER DESCRIPTION MAXIMUM 
FEE 4 A CLUB ENTRY FEE £25 

4 B CLUB/TEAM ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION Agreed 
Annually 

4 C DEPOSIT £100 

7 C, 7 E, 7 G PROTEST/APPEAL FEES £5 

7 I APPEARANCE BEFORE THE LEAGUE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE £30 

18 D PLAYER REGISTRATION FEE £NIL 

18 H TRANSFER FEE £5 

23 E REFEREE FEES £45 

23 E ASSISTANT REFEREE FEES £30 

 ADDITIONAL MATCHBOOKS £12 

 

FINES TARIFF 

RULE NUMBER DESCRIPTION MAXIMUM 
FINE 2 G FAILURE TO AFFILIATE £25 

2 I FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH FA INITIATIVES £25 

2 K UNAUTHORISED ENTRY OF TEAMS INTO COMPETITIONS £25 

3 FAILURE TO OBTAIN CONSENT FOR A CHANGE OF CLUB NAME £25 

4 C FAILURE TO PAY A DEPOSIT £25 

4 E FAILURE TO ENSURE TEAMS ARE RECORDED AS AFFILIATED IN THE CLUB PORTAL 
AFFILIATION NUMBER/DETAILS FORM 

£25 

5 E COMMUNICATIONS CONDUCTED BY PERSONS OTHER THAN NOMINATED OFFICERS £25 

5 F FAILURE TO BE REPRESENTED AT LEAGUE MEETING £30 

6 I FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH AN INSTRUCTION OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE £30 

6 J FAILURE TO PAY A FINE WITHIN REQUIRED TIMEFRAME £50 

8 H FAILURE TO BE REPRESENTED AT AGM £30 

9 E FAILURE TO BE REPRESENTED AT SGM £30 

10 FAILURE TO SUBMIT THE REQUIRED WRITTEN AGREEMENT OR TO NOTIFY CHANGES 

TO SIGNATORIES 

£25 

11 A FAILURE TO PROVIDE NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL BEFORE DEADLINE £100 

11 B FAILURE TO COMMENCE/COMPLETE FIXTURES £100 

13 A FAILURE TO SUBMIT THE REQUIRED WRITTEN AGREEMENT REGARDING THE TROPHY £25 

16 C FAILURE TO HAVE THE REQUIRED INSURANCE £25 

L1.A / C5 FAILURE TO CORRECTLY REGISTER A PLAYER £25 

L1.B(iii) FAILURE TO HAVE THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF REGISTERED PLAYERS PRIOR TO THE 
SEASON COMMENCING 

£25 

L1.F REGISTERING OR PLAYING FOR MULTIPLE CLUBS, OR INACCURATE COMPLETION OF A 

REGISTRATION FORM 

£40 

L1.G(ii) REGISTRATION IRREGULARITIES 

 

£25 

L1.K FIELDING MORE THAN THE PERMITTED NUMBER OF PLAYERS WHO HAVE 
PARTICIPATED IN SENIOR COMPETITIONS MATCHES 

£25 

L1.L PLAYING AN INELIGIBLE PLAYER £25 
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L1.N FAILURE TO GIVE PRIORITY TO SCHOOL ACTIVITIES £25 

L1.M FIELDING AN UNREGISTERED OR OTHERWISE INELIGIBLE PLAYER £25 

L2.A FAILURE TO PROVIDE DETAILS OF COLOURS BY 31ST JULY £25 

L2.B CHANGING COLOURS WITHOUT INFORMING COMPETITION SECRETARY £25 

L2.C GOALKEEPER PLAYING IN COLOURS INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM OTHER PLAYERS OR 
OFFICIALS 

£25 

L2.D GOALKEEPER PLAYING IN BLACK OR VERY DARK COLOURS £25 

L2.E FAILING TO NOTIFY OPPONENTS OF CHANGE OF COLOURS £25 

L2.F DELAYING KICK OFF DUE TO NO CHANGE OF COLOURS £30 

L2.G FAILURE TO NUMBER SHIRTS £25 

L3.A DELAYING KICK OFF £30 

L3.B FAILURE TO PLAY MATCHES ON THE DATE FIXED £60 

L3.C / C7 FAILURE TO PROVIDE DETAILS OF A FIXTURE £25 

L3.D PLAYING MATCH WITH LESS THAN REQUIRED NUMBER OF PLAYERS £25 

 
L3.E(i) & (iv) 

FAILURE TO PLAY FIXTURE (First Offence) 
FAILURE TO PLAY FIXTURE (Second Offence) 
FAILURE TO PLAY FIXTURE (Third Offence) 

 

 

£60 
£90 
£120 

L3.E(ii) FAILURE TO ATTEND FIXTURES MEETING £40 

L3.E(iii) POSTPONING HIGHER TEAM FIXTURE IN FAVOUR OF POSTPONING LOWEST TEAM 
FIXTURE 

£25 

L3.E(vii) FAILURE TO NOTIFY OF ABANDONMENT OF MATCH £25 

L3.F FAILURE TO PROVIDE MATCH SHEET TO OPPOSITION AND/OR MATCH OFFICIAL £25 

L3.H NO CAPTAIN’S ARMBAND £25 

L4.A / C16.A LATE PROVISION OF RESULT NOTIFICATION FORM £25 

L4.B / C16.B FAILURE TO PROVIDE RESULT £25 

L4.C / C16.C RESULT NOTIFICATION NOT SIGNED BY APPROPRIATE SIGNATORIES £25 

L4.D / C16.D FAILURE TO COMPLETE REQUIRED FULLTIME STATISTICS £25 

L6.C FAILURE TO PROVIDE CLUB ASSISTANT REFEREE £25 

L6.E FAILURE TO PAY MATCH OFFICIALS’ FEES AND EXPENSES £25 

L6.F FAILURE TO PAY MATCH OFFICIALS WHERE A MATCH IS NOT PLAYED £25 

L6.H / C17 FAILURE TO PROVIDE REFEREE’S MARK £25 

 BEING FINED FOR A THREE, AND SUBSEQUENT, OCCURENCES OF THE SAME OFFENCE £25 

   



46 
 

THE FA REQUIRES ALL LEAGUES TO DISPLAY THE SCOR IN FULL WITHOUT REMOVAL OR AMENDMENT 

HOWEVER FOR MATCH RELATED RULES FOR THE BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLEASE 

REFER TO LEAGUE RULES LISTED BEFORE THIS SECTION 

18.QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS 

18.A A Player is one who, being in all other respects eligible, has: 

 
1.  Registered through the Player Registration System and  received approval from the Competition.  
except in the case of a Player who has been registered on the day of a match. For any players registered 
on the day of a match, a Club Officer must email the Competition with details of the registration [    ] 
hours prior to the scheduled kick off time in order for the player to be eligible to play in that match.  The 
Player shall not play again in any subsequent match in the Competition until the Club has registered the 
player through The FA Player Registration system  and  is in possession of the approval from the 
Competition. A maximum of [ ] Players may be registered in this manner. 
Or 
2. signed a fully and correctly completed Competition registration form in ink on a match day prior to 
playing which is countersigned by an Officer of the Club and witnessed by an Officer of the opposing Club, 
and submitted to the Competition within two days (Sundays excluded) subsequent to the Competition 
Match. The Player shall not play again on a in a subsequent match in the Competition until the Club has 
registered the player through The FA Player Registration System and is in possession of the approval from 
the Competition. A maximum of [ ] Players may be registered in this manner 
Any registration that is not fully and correctly completed will be returned to the Club unprocessed and 
the player classed as unregistered. If a Club attempts to register a player via the Player Registration 
System but does not fully and correctly complete the necessary information via the Player Registration 
System the registration will not be processed. 
 
For Clubs registering Players under Rule 18.A.2. registration forms will be provided in a format to be 
determined by the Competition.  For Clubs registering Players by the Player Registration System, Clubs 
must access the Player Registration System in order to complete the registration process. 
 
Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 

18.B 1.  Contract players are not permitted in this Competition with the exception of those Players who are 
registered under Contract with the same Club who have a team operating at Steps 1 to 6 of the National 
League System. or Tiers 1-4 of the Women Pyramid System.   
 
 
2.  It is the responsibility of each Club to ensure that any Player registered to the Club has, where 
necessary, the required International Transfer Certificate. Clearance is required for any Player aged 10 
and over crossing borders including Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 
 
3. Each  team must have at least [ ] Players registered [ ] days before the start of each Playing Season. 
Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 
4. In the event of a Non Contract Player changing their status to that of a Contract Player with the same 
Club, or with a Club in another Competition their registration as a Non Contract Player will automatically 
be cancelled and declared void unless the Club conforms to the exception detailed in Rule 18.B.1.  
 

18.C A Player that owes a Football Debt (as defined under the Football Debt Recovery Regulations) shall be 
permitted to register for a Club but will be suspended from football activities if the Player does not 
comply with the terms of the Football Debt Recovery Regulations in respect of that Football Debt.    

18.D A fee as set out in the Fees Tariff shall be paid by each Club/Team for each Player registered.   

18.E The Management Committee shall decide all registration disputes. 
 
In the event of a player signing a registration form or having a registration submitted for more than one 
Club in the Competition the valid registration submitted first shall take precedence. The Secretary shall 
notify the Club last applying to register the player of the fact of the previous registration.   
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18.F It shall be a breach of Rule for a Player to: 
i. Play for more than one Club in the Competition in the same Playing Season without first 

being transferred. 
ii. Having registered for one Club in the Competition, register for another Club in the 

Competition in that Playing Season except for the purpose of a transfer, or  where the 
Competition adopts rule 18.P 

iii. Submit a signed registration form as per  Rule 18 A.2  or submit a registration through the 
Player Registration System  that the Player had willfully neglected to accurately or 
fully complete. 

 
Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 

18.G 1. The Management Committee shall accept the registration of any Player subject to the provisions 
of Rules 18.G.2  and 18.G.3  below. 

2. The Management Committee shall have power to refuse, cancel or suspend the registration of 
any Player or may fine any Player, at their discretion (in accordance with the Fines Tariff) who has 
been charged and found guilty of registration irregularities (subject to Rule 7). 

3. The Management Committee shall have power to make application to refuse or cancel the 
registration of any Player charged and found guilty of undesirable conduct (subject to Rule 7) 
subject to the right of appeal to the Sanctioning Authority. Application should be made to the 
parent County of the Club the Player is registered or intending to be registered with. 

 
Undesirable conduct shall mean an incident of repeated proven misconduct, which may deter a 
Participant from being involved in this Competition. 

4.  A Player who has previously had a registration removed in accordance with Rule 18.G.3  but has 
a registration accepted at the expiry of exclusion will be considered to be under a probationary 
period of 12 months. Whilst under a probationary period, should the Player commit a further act 
of proven misconduct under the jurisdiction of the Competition, (excluding standard dismissals), 
the Competition may consider a further charge of bringing the Competition into disrepute. 

 (Note: Action under Rule 18.G.3 shall not be taken against a Player for misconduct until the matter has 
been dealt with by the Sanctioning Authority, and then only in cases of the Player bringing the 
Competition into disrepute and will in any event be subject to an appeal to the Sanctioning Authority or 
The FA. All decisions must include the period of restriction. For the purpose of this Rule, bringing the 
Competition into disrepute can only be considered where the Player has received in excess of 112 days’ 
suspension, or 10 matches in match based discipline, in any competition (and is not restricted to the 
Competition) in a period of two years or less from the date of the first offence.) 
 

18.H Subject to compliance with FA Rule C  when a Club wishes to register a player who is already registered 
with another club it shall submit a transfer notification to the Competition via the Player Registration 
System. . A fee as set out in the Fees Tariff [will/may]  be required.  
 
Such transfer shall be referred by the Competition to the club for which the player is registered. Should 
this club object to the transfer it should state its objections in writing to the Competition and to the 
player concerned within 3 days of receipt of the notification. Upon receipt of the club’s consent, or upon 
its failure to give written objection within 3 days, the Secretary may, on behalf of the Management 
Committee, transfer the player who shall be deemed eligible to play for the new Club from such date or  [ 
]  days after receipt of such transfer. 
 
In the event of an objection to a transfer the matter shall be referred to the Management Committee for 
a decision. 
 

18.I A Player may not be registered for a Club nor transferred to another Club in the Competition after [date] 
except by special permission of the Management Committee 

18.J Registrations are valid for one Playing Season only.  
 
 

18.K A Player shall not be eligible to play for a Team in any special championship, promotion or relegation 
deciding Competition Match (as specified in Rule (22.A) unless the Player has played [ ] Competition 
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Matches for that Team in the current Playing Season.   

18.L. A Team shall not include more than [1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 ] Players who has/have played in [ ] or 
more senior Competition Matches during the current Playing Season unless a period of 21 clear days has 
elapsed since they last played. 21 clear days is counted by excluding the day when the relevant Player last 
played and the day when the Player intends to play again. 
For the purpose of this Rule a senior competition(s) is/are [ ]. 
 
Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff.   

18.M 1. Subject to Rule 18.M.2 any Club found to have played an ineligible Player in a Competition Match 
or Matches where points are awarded shall have the points gained from that Competition Match 
deducted from its record, up to a maximum of 12 points, and have levied upon it a fine (in 
accordance with the Fines Tariff). 

2. The Management Committee may vary the sanction as relates to the deduction of points set out 
at Rule 18.M.1  only in circumstances where the ineligibility is due to the failure to obtain an 
International Transfer Certificate or where the ineligibility is related to the Player’s status. 

3. Where a Club is found to have played an ineligible Player in accordance with Rule 18.M.1 above, 
the Management Committee may also, at its discretion order one or more of the following (if 
appropriate): 

a) Award the points available in the Competition Match in question to the 
opponents, subject to the Competition Match not being ordered to be replayed; 
or 

b) Levy penalty points against the Club in default; or 
c) Order that such Competition Match or Matches be replayed (on such terms as 

are decided by the Management Committee). 
 

18.N The following clause applies to Competitions involving Players in full-time secondary education: 
1. Priority must be given at all times to activities of schools and school organisations. Failure to 

comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff.  
2. The availability of children and young people must be cleared with the Head Teachers or 

Principals (except for Sunday leagues competitions). 
3. To play open age football the player must have achieved the age of 16. 

 

18.O A Player who has played for a Team in the [ ] division [ ] times or more shall not in that Playing Season be 
eligible to play in a lower division except by permission of the Management Committee.  
 

18.P If a  Club wishes to cancel a Player’s registration within the Competition, it must make a request via The 
FA’s electronic player registration system giving the reasons for the request. The Competition may either 
approve or decline the request. 
 
If a Player’s registration is cancelled they will not be eligible to re-register in the Competition for a period 
of [x] days from the date of cancellation 
 

19.CLUB COLOURS   

19.A Every  team must register the colour and design of its shirts and shorts with the Secretary by [date]  and 
the Competition Secretary shall decide as to their suitability. 
 

19.B Any team wishing to change the colour(s) and/or design(s) of its shirt(s) and short(s) during the Playing 
Season must obtain permission from the Competition Secretary in advance of making that change. 

19.C Goalkeepers must wear colours which distinguish them from all other Players and the Match Officials. 

19.D No Player, including the goalkeeper, shall be permitted to wear black or very dark shirts. 

19.E Any Team not being able to play in its normal colours as registered with the Competition shall notify its 
opponents of the colours in which they will play (including the colours of the goalkeepers jersey) at least [ 
] days before the Competition Match. 

19.F If, in the opinion of the referee, two Teams have the same or similar colours, the [away/home] Team 
shall make the change. Should a Team delay the scheduled time of kick off for a Competition Match by 
not having a change of colours they will be fined in accordance with the Fines Tariff.   

19.G Shirts must all be numbered and no two shirts shall have the same number, failing which a fine will be 
levied in accordance with the Fines Tariff 
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20.PLAYING SEASON.  CONDITIONS OF PLAY, TIMES OF KICK-OFF.  POSTPONEMENTS. SUBSTITUTES 

20.A All Competition Matches shall be played in accordance with the Laws of the Game as determined by the 
International Football Association Board. 
 
Clubs must take all reasonable precautions to keep their Grounds in a playable condition. All Competition 
Matches shall be played on pitches deemed suitable by the Management Committee. If through any fault 
of the home Team a match has to be replayed, the Management Committee shall have power to order 
the venue to be changed. 
 
The Management Committee shall have power to decide whether a pitch and/or facilities are suitable for 
Competition Matches and to order the Club concerned to play its Competition Match(es) on another 
ground. 
 
Artificial Football Turf Pitches (3G) are allowed in this Competition provided they meet the required 
performance standards and are listed on the FA’s Register of Football Turf Pitches - 
https://footballfoundation.org.uk/3g-pitch-register. All Football Turf Pitches used must be tested (by a 
FIFA accredited test institute) every three years and the results passed to The FA. The FA will give a 
decision on the suitability for use and add the pitch to the Register. 
 
The home Club is also responsible for advising Participants of footwear requirements when confirming 
match arrangements in accordance with Rule 20.C. 
 
Within Regional NLS Feeder Leagues, all Competition Matches shall have a duration of 90 minutes. All 
other Competition Matches shall have duration of 90 minutes unless a shorter time (not less than sixty 
(60) minutes) is mutually arranged by the two Clubs in consultation with the referee prior to the 
commencement of the match, and in any event shall be of equal halves. Two matches involving the same 
two Teams can be played on the same day providing the total playing time is not more than 120 minutes. 
 
The times of kick-off shall be agreed at the AGM and can only be altered by the mutual consent of the 
two competing Clubs and the Competition. Referees must order matches to commence at the appointed 
time and must report all late starts to the Competition. 
 
The home Team must provide goal nets, corner flags and at least two footballs fit for play and the referee 
shall make a report to the Competition If not provided. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine 
in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 
 
No overhead netting is allowed for 9v9 and 11v11 affiliated matches 
 
 
Regional NLS Feeder Leagues: Overhead wires used to support pitch divider netting are removed for all 
affiliated matches at Regional NLS Feeder League level 
 
For those leagues which are not Regional NLS Feeder Leagues:  Overhead wires used to support pitch 
divider netting are ideally removed for affiliated matches but if they cannot be removed then discretion is 
given to the match official to restart the match in accordance of the laws of the game. 
  

20.B Except by permission of the Management Committee all Competition Matches must be played on the 
dates originally  agreed but priority shall be given to The FA and parent County Association Cup 
Competitions. All other matches must be considered secondary. Clubs may mutually agree to bring 
forward a Competition match with the consent of the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will 
result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 
In the case of a revised fixture date, the Clubs must be given by the Competition 5 clear days’ notice of 
the match (unless otherwise mutually agreed). 
 
 

20.C An Officer of the home Club must give notice of full particulars of the location of, and access to, the 



50 
 

Ground,  time of kick-off and kit colours (including goalkeeper) to the Match Officials and an Officer of 
the opposing Club at least [ ] clear days prior to the playing of the Competition Match. The opposing Club 
must confirm receipt and give notice of its kit colours (including goalkeeper) at least [ ] days prior to the 
playing of the Competition Match. If either is not provided, the  relevant Club shall seek such details and 
report the circumstances to the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in 
accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 

20.D In accordance with the Laws of the Game, the minimum number of Players  which will constitute a Team 
for a Competition Match is 7. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the 
Fines Tariff. 

20.E 1. Home and away matches shall be played. In the event of a Club failing to keep its engagement the 
Management Committee shall decide whether it should either: 

a. award the points from the Competition Match in question to the Club’s opponent (without the 
awarding of goals)   

OR  
b. order the Competition Match to be rescheduled. The Management Committee shall also have the 

power to order the rescheduled Competition Match to be played on a neutral ground or on the 
opponent Club’s Ground if they are satisfied that such action is warranted by the circumstances. 

 
In addition, the Management Committee may at its discretion order one or more of the following (if 
appropriate): 

a. impose a fine (in accordance with the Fines Tariff),  
b. deduct points from the defaulting Club,  
c. order the defaulting Club to pay any reasonable expenses incurred by the opponents.  

 
2. Any Club with more than one Team in the Competition shall always fulfil its fixture, within the 
Competition, in the following order of precedence:- First Team, Reserve Team, A Team.   

3. Any Club unable to fulfil a fixture or  where  a  Competition Match  has  been  postponed  for  any 
reason must, without delay, give notice to the  the Competition [    ] the secretary of the opposing 
Club and the Match Officials. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance 
with the Fines Tariff. 

4. In the event of a Competition Match not being played or being abandoned owing to causes over 
which neither Club has control, it should be played in its entirety on a date to be mutually agreed 
by the two Clubs and approved by the Competition Failing such agreement and notification to the 
(Competition within [ ] days the Competition shall have the power to order the Match to be 
played on or before a given date. Where it is to the advantage of the Competition. The 
Management Committee shall also be empowered to order the score at the time of an 
abandonment to stand.  
 
Providing gate money is taken and retained the visiting Club shall receive their actual standard 
class rail or bus fares or the equivalent for [ ] persons, or car allowance at [ ] p per mile for 
transporting [ ] persons, or hire charge of a coach (receipt to be submitted). The residue (if any) to 
be equally divided between the two Clubs after deducting the cost of advertising, printing, 
posting, police and Match Officials charges. The home Club shall take the whole of the proceeds 
of the second Competition Match. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in 
accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

5. The Management Committee shall review all Competition Matches abandoned in cases where it 
is consequent upon the conduct of either or both Teams.  Where it is to the advantage of the 
Competition and does no injustice to either Club, the Management Committee shall order the 
score at the time of the abandonment to stand. In all cases where the Management Committee 
are satisfied that a  Match was abandoned owing to the conduct of one Team or its Club 
member(s) they shall award the points for the Match to the opponent. In cases where a Match 
has been abandoned owing to the conduct of both Teams or their Club member(s), the 
Management Committee shall rule that neither Team will be awarded any points for that Match 
and it shall not be replayed. No fine(s) can be applied by the Management Committee for an 
abandoned Match. 

6. Where a Competition Match has been abandoned for any reason both Clubs must, within 24 
hours, give notice to the Competition [ ]. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in 
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accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 
The Management Committee shall review any Match that has taken place where either or both Teams 
were under a suspension imposed upon them by The FA or Affiliated Association. In each case the Team 
that was under suspension would be dealt with in the same manner as if they had participated with 
ineligible players in accordance with Rule 18.M above. Where both Teams were under suspension the 
game must be declared null and void and shall not be replayed. 
 

20.F A Club may at its discretion and in accordance with the Laws of the Game use substitute Players in any 
Competition Match. A Club may name up to [ ] (3, 4, 5, 6, 7) substitute Players of whom not more than [ ] 
((3, 4, 5, 6, 7 ) may be used..  
 
A Player who has been substituted becomes a substitute and may replace a Player at any time subject to 
the substitution being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of the Game. 
 
Where a Competition does allow return substitutes, a   Team  may use up to [3 from 3 substitutes Players] 
[4 from 4 substitute Players] [5 from 5 substitute Players] [6 from 6 substitute Players] [7 from 7 substitute 
Players ]  in a Competition Match.  
 
The referee [and a representative of the opposing Club] shall be informed of the names of the Players 
taking part in the Match (including the substitutes) not later than [ ] minutes before the start of the 
Competition Match and a Player not so named may not take part in that Competition Match. 
 
A Player who has been named as a substitute before the start of the Competition Match but does not 
actually play in that game shall not be considered to have been a Player in that Competition Match within 
the meaning of Rule 18 of this Competition. 
 

20.G The half time interval shall be of [ ] minutes’ duration, but it shall not exceed 15 minutes. The half time 
interval may only be altered with the consent of the referee. 

20.H The Teams taking part in a Competition Match shall identify a Team captain who [may/shall] wear an 
armband and shall have a responsibility to offer support in the management of the on-field discipline of 
their teammates.  Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 

20.I Where a suspension imposed in relation to a Football Debt (as defined under the Football Debt Recovery 
Regulations) upon a Club by The FA or Affiliated Association is not lifted, and/or the Club does not 
provide confirmation from The FA or Affiliated Association that such suspension is lifted to the 
Competition Secretary by [Time] [1 or 2] days before a fixture, that fixture will be treated as an unfulfilled 
fixture and dealt with in accordance with Rule 20(E). 

21.REPORTING RESULTS 

21.A The (Competition [   ] must receive within [ ] days of the date played, the result of each Competition 
Match in the prescribed manner.  This must include the forename(s) and surname of the Team Players (in 
block letters) [and also the referee markings required by Rule 23, or any other information required by the 
Competition]. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 

21.B The Home Club/both Clubs shall use telephone/SMS/email/ FA Full Time / FA Matchday as directed by 
the Competition  to notify the result of each Competition Match to the [ ] by [ ]. Failure to comply with 
this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

21.C The match result notification, correctly completed, shall be signed by an Officer of the Team, or as 
prescribed by the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the 
Fines Tariff. 
 

22.DETERMINING CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

22.A Team rankings within the Competition will be decided by points with three points to be awarded for a 
win and one point for a drawn Competition Match. The Teams gaining the highest number of points in 
their respective divisions at the end of the Playing Season shall be adjudged the winners. Competition 
Matches must not be played for double points. 
In the event of two or more Teams being equal on points at the end of the Playing Season, rankings shall 
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be determined by the following criteria, in the order of priority in which they appear: 
(NB: for Regional NLS Feeder Leagues criteria 1 & 2 are mandatory; for all other Competitions they are 
optional): 

1. [Goal difference (where the goals scored against each Team shall be deducted from the goals 
scored by that Team and the Team with the most favourable goal difference shall be placed 
highest).  

2. In the event of two or more Teams being equal, the Team which has scored the most goals during 
the Playing Season shall be placed highest.] 

3. In the event of two or more Teams being equal, the Team that has won the most matches during 
the Playing Season shall be placed highest.  

4. In the event of two or more Teams being equal, the Team which has the better playing record 
against the other Team in their head to head Competition Matches during the Playing Season will 
be placed highest. 

5. One-off fixture or play-off games as determined by the League management committee.  
 

22.B Automatic promotion shall be applied for the first [ ] Teams and automatic relegation shall be applied for 
the last [ ] Teams in each division except as provided for below subject to the provisions of Rule 2.L. 

1. Should one or more Teams withdraw from any one division after the Playing Season has 
commenced an equal number of Teams to those withdrawing in that division shall not be 
automatically relegated. 

2. Vacancies occurring after the conclusion of the Playing Season may be filled in any of the 
following ways: 

a. retention of otherwise relegated Team(s); or 
b. additional promotion of the next ranked Team(s) from the division below; or 
c. election. 

3. The last [ ] Teams in the lowest division shall retire, but be eligible for re-election except as 
below, and be subject to the conditions of Rule22.B.1 above. 

4. Save for where Rule 2(M) applies, when a senior Team is relegated to a lower division of 
which  the reserve (or other less senior) Team of the same Club is a member, or entitled to be 
a member, such reserve (or other less senior) Team must accept relegation to, or retain its 
position in, the next lower division. Should the senior Team be relegated to the lowest 
division, the reserve (or other less senior) Team of the same Club automatically retires from 
the Competition. Should either or both of the leading Teams in any of the divisions have its 
senior Team in the next higher division, promotion shall fall, at the discretion of the General 
Meeting, to the next highest Team or Teams in the division concerned. 

5. Should either or both of the leading Teams in any of the divisions have its senior Team in the 
next higher division, promotion shall fall, at the discretion of the General Meeting, to the next 
highest Team or Teams in the division concerned. 

 

22.C In addition to the Team(s) automatically promoted under Rule 22.B, a maximum of one further Team shall 
be promoted by virtue of being the winner of a play-off match or series of matches (the “Play-Offs). The 
eligibility criteria and format of the Play-Offs are as follows [ ]. 
 

22.D In the event of a Team withdrawing from the Competition before completing 75% of its fixtures for the 
Playing Season all points obtained by or recorded against such defaulting Team shall be expunged from 
the Competition table. For the purposes of this Rule 22.D a completed fixture shall include any 
Competition Match(es) which has been awarded by the Management Committee. 
 

22.E Where a promotion and/or relegation link exists between Competitions [ ] Clubs, providing they meet the 
appropriate grading criteria, will be eligible to make application to the [ ] Competition at their AGM. 
Should the champion Club not wish for promotion or, alternatively, not have the necessary grading 
criteria, then the [] or [ ] placed Club will be eligible under the same conditions. 
At the end of each Season and depending on the geographical location of Clubs gaining promotion to or 
being relegated from the [ ] Competition, it may be necessary for the Competition either (a) to accept a 
Club from the [ ] Competition, or (b) have a Club transferred to the same Competition. 
 
The bottom [ ] Clubs in the [ ] Competition will be relegated. Each relegated Club will be allocated either to 
the [ ] Competition or to the Competition recommended as most appropriate by the Joint Liaison 
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Committee.  
 
REGIONAL NLS FEEDER LEAGUES ONLY: The bottom [ ] Clubs in the [ ] Competition will be relegated; Any 
Club not maintaining the ground grading set for the Competition may be relegated at the end of the 
Playing Season. Each relegated Club will be allocated to the highest division in either [ ] Competition or  
the Competition recommended as most appropriate by the Joint Liaison Committee. 
 
 
[ ] Clubs will be promoted to the [ ] Competition from the [ ] Competition, and the [ ] Competition 
providing that each Club is either the Champion Club or Runner-up or [ ] placed Club and has the 
necessary grading criteria. 
 
In the event of there being no eligible Club wishing promotion or not having the necessary grading criteria 
from any of the Competitions, this will reduce the number of Clubs to be relegated from the  [ ] 
Competition. 
 
If only [ ] Clubs are eligible or wish for promotion, the bottom [ ] Clubs in the [ ] Competition will be 
relegated. If only [ ] Club is eligible or wishes promotion, only the bottom Club in the [ ] Competition will 
be relegated. 
 
If no Clubs are eligible, or wish for promotion, no Clubs will be relegated from the [ ] Competition. 
 
In the event of a [ ] Competition Club not being placed in the bottom [ ] Clubs at the end of the Playing 
Season, wishing to resign from the Competition at the end of the Playing Season, or having been excluded 
under Rule [ ] only [ ] Clubs will be relegated at the end of the Playing Season. 
 
In the event of a [ ] Competition Club opting to be relegated or being relegated under Rule [ ] such Club or 
Clubs will replace the Club or Clubs otherwise due for relegation.  
 

23.MATCH OFFICIALS 

23.A Registered referees (and assistant referees where approved by The FA or County FA) for all Competition 
Matches shall be appointed in a manner approved by the Management Committee and by the 
Sanctioning Authority. 
 

23.B 1..In the event of the non-appearance of the appointed referee the appointed senior assistant referee 
shall take charge and a substitute assistant referee appointed by the competing Teams.  
 
2. In cases where there are no officially appointed Match Officials in attendance, the Clubs shall agree 
upon a referee. An individual thus agreed upon shall, for that Competition Match, have the full powers, 
status and authority of a registered referee. Individuals under the age of 16 must not participate either as 
a referee or assistant referee in any Competition Match. 
 
 

23.C Where assistant referees are not appointed each Team shall provide a Club assistant referee. Failure to 
comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 
 

23.D Regional NLS Feeder Leagues: No Club shall postpone a Competition match on account of the apparent 
state of the ground. In the event that such circumstances prevail, Clubs should comply with procedures 
provided for in the document published by The FA “Recommended procedure for the guidance of Clubs 
and Referees in determining the suitability of grounds in adverse weather conditions”. Should the ground 
be declared unfit it is the responsibility of the home Club to immediately advise the Competition, the 
Appointing Authority, the visiting Club and the Match Officials. 
 
For those leagues which are not Regional NLS Feeder Leagues:  The appointed referee shall have power 
to decide as to the fitness of the Ground in all Competition Matches and that decision shall be final, 
subject to the determination of the Local Authority or the owners of a Ground, which must be accepted. 
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23.E Subject to any limits/provisions laid down by the Sanctioning Authority, Match Officials appointed under 
this Rule shall be paid a match fee in accordance with the Fees Tariff [and travel expenses of [ ] per mile/ 
or inclusive of travel expenses]. 
 
Match Officials will be paid their fees and/or expenses by the home Club before/immediately after the 
Competition Match. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines 
Tariff. 

23.F In the event of a Competition Match not being played because of circumstances over which the Clubs 
have no control, the Match Officials, if present, shall be entitled to [full fee plus expenses/half fee plus 
expenses/expenses only]. Where a Competition Match is not played owing to one Club being in default, 
that Club shall be ordered to pay the Match Officials, if they attend the Ground, their full fee and 
expenses. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. 

23.G A referee not keeping their engagement, and failing to give a satisfactory explanation as to their non-
appearance, may be reported to the Affiliated Association with which they are  registered.   
 

23.H Each Club shall, in a manner prescribed from time to time by The FA, award marks to the referee for each 
Competition Match and the name of the referee and the marks awarded shall be submitted to the 
Competition on the prescribed form provided. Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be liable to be 
fined (in accordance with the Fines Tariff) or dealt with as the Management Committee shall determine. 
 

23.i The Competition shall keep a record of the markings and, on the form provided by the prescribed date 
each Season, shall submit a summary to . the Sanctioning Authority. 

23.J The referee shall submit a report form, supplied by the Competition, giving the result of the Competition 
Match, the number of Players in each Team and the time of kick-off to the (Registration) Secretary within 
two days of the Competition Match. 
 

23.K Match Officials shall be supplied, each season, with a copy of the Competition Rules free of charge. 
 

23.L Match Officials shall comply with the provisions of any initiatives of The FA and/or Sanctioning Authority 
adopted by the Competition 
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CHILD PROTECTION 

 
1.  Any act, statement, conduct or other matter which harms a child or children, or poses or may pose 

a risk of harm to a child or children, shall constitute behaviour which is improper and brings the 
game into disrepute.  

 
2.  In these Regulations the expression “Offence” shall mean any one or more of the offences 

contained in Schedule 1 to the Children and Young Persons Act 1933 and any other criminal 
offence which reasonably causes The Association to believe that the person accused of the offence 
poses or may pose a risk of harm to a child or children.  

 
3. Upon receipt by The Association of:  
 
 3.1 notification that an individual has been charged with an Offence; or  
 
 3.2 notification that an individual is the subject of an investigation by the Police, Social Services or 

any other authority relating to an Offence; or  
 
 3.3 any other information which causes The Association reasonably to believe that a person poses 

or may pose a risk of harm to a child or children then The Association shall have the power to order 
that the individual be suspended from all or any specific football activity for such period and on 
such terms and conditions as it thinks fit.  

 
4.  In reaching its determination as to whether an order under Regulation 3 should be made The 

Association shall give consideration, inter alia, to the following factors:  
 
 4.1 whether a child is or children are or may be at risk of harm;  
 
 4.2 whether the matters are of a serious nature;  
 
 4.3 whether an order is necessary or desirable to allow the conduct of any investigation by The 

Association or any other authority or body to proceed unimpeded.  
 
5.  The period of an order referred to in 3 above shall not be capable of lasting beyond the date upon 

which any charge under the Rules of The Association or any Offence is decided or brought to an 
end.  

 
6.  Where an order is imposed on an individual under regulation 3 above, The Association shall bring 

and conclude any proceedings under the Rules of The Association against the person relating to 
the matters as soon as reasonably practicable.  

 
7.  Where a person is convicted, or is made the subject of a caution in respect of an Offence, that shall 

constitute a breach of the Rules of The Association and The Association shall have the power to 
order the suspension of the person from all or any specific football activity for such a period 
(including indefinitely) and on such terms and conditions as it thinks fit.  

 
8.  For the purposes of these Regulations, The Association shall act through its Council or any 

committee or sub-committee thereof, including the Board.  
 
9.  Notification in writing of an order referred to above shall be given to the person concerned and/or 

any club with which he is associated as soon as reasonably practicable.  
 
 

 


